
MINUTES
2nd ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 20 MAY 2025

The Ordinary Meeting of City of Palmerston held in the Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, 1
Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston, NT 0830.

Council business papers can be viewed on City of Palmerston's website
pImerston.nt.gov.au



Minutes of Council Meeting
held in Council Chambers
Civic Plaza, 1 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston
on Tuesday 20 May 2025 at 5:30pm.

PRESENT

ELECTED MEMBERS Mayor Athina Pascoe -Bell (Chair)
Deputy Mayor Damian Hale (Via Audio/Audiovisual)

Councillor Benjamin Giesecke
Councillor Lucy Morrison
Councillor Mark Fraser
Councillor Sarah Henderson

STAFF Chief Executive Officer, Andrew Walsh
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Nadine Nilon
General Manager Finance and Governance, Wati Kerta
General Manager Community, Konrad Seidl
Acting General Manager People and Place, Emma Blight

Minute Secretary, Jodi Holden

GALLERY One member of the public
Six members of staff
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COUNCIL MINUTES - 20 MAY 2025 11722



1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
City of Palmerston acknowledges the Larrakia people as the Traditional Custodians
of the Palmerston region. We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and future
leaders and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
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The Chair declared the meeting open at 5.30pm.
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3.1 Apologies

Nil

3.2 Leave of absence previously granted

Nil

4 AUDO/AUDk)VSUAL J'G

THAT it be noted the following Elected Members have been granted attendance via
Audio/Audiovisual Con ferencing for this meeting in accordance with the policy:

Deputy Mayor Hale
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5.1 Elected members

Nil

5.2 Staff

Nil

IntLRIs:
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6 CONF!RMAT!.ON OF M!NUTFS
6.1 Confirmation of minutes
Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Fraser

THAT the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6 May 2025 pages 11704 to
11715 be confirmed.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1885 - 20/05/2025

6.2 Business arising from previous meeting

Nil

Moved: Mayor Pascoe-BelI
Seconded: Councillor Fraser

THAT Report entitled Mayoral Update Report - April 2025 be received and
noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1886 - 20/05/2025

Nil
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10.1 Moving confidential items into open

10.1.1 Leave of Absence Requests

Moved: Councillor Morrison
Seconded: Councillor Fraser

1. THAT the leave of absence request received from Councillor Morrison for
7 May 2025 to 8 May 2025 inclusive, for the reason of work-related, be
approved.

3. THAT each decision be moved to the Open Minutes at expiry of the leave
of absence.

CARRIED (5/0) - 10/1875 - 6/05/2025

10.1.2 Appointment of Risk Management & Audit Committee Chairperson

Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

1. THAT Report entitled Appointment of Risk Management & Audit
Committee Chairperson be received and noted.

2. THAT Council reappoint Ms Clare Milikins as the Independent Chair of
the Risk Management and Audit Committee commencing 2 June 2025
until 1 June 2027 in accordance with the Risk Management and Audit
Committee Terms of Reference.

3. THAT pursuant to section 40 of the Local Government Act 2019, Council
hereby delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power and authority
to finalise and sign all documentation required for the reappointment of
Ms Clare Milikins as the Independent Chair of the Risk Management and
Audit Committee.

4. THAT this decision be moved into Open following Ms Milikins' acceptance
of the appointment.

CARRIED (5/0) - 10/1877 - 6/05/2025

10.2 Moving open items into confidential
Nil
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10.3 Confidential items

Moved: Councillor Morrison
Seconded: Councillor Henderson

THAT pursuant to Section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019
and section 51(1) of the Local Government (Genera!) Regulations 2021 the meeting
be closed to the public to consider the following confidential items:

Item Confidential Confidential Clause
_________

Category
27.2.1 Contract and

_______________________________________

This item is considered 'Confidential'
Tender Assessment pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the
and Award Local Government Act 2019 and section

51(1)(c)(i) of the Local Government (General)
Regulations 2021, which states a council
may close to the public only so much of its
meeting as comprises the receipt or
discussion of, or a motion or both relating
to, information that would, if publicly
disclosed, be likely to cause commercial
prejudice to, or confer an unfair commercial

_________

__________________

advantage on, any person.
27.2.2 Council This item is considered 'Confidential'

Performance, pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the
Service Delivery Local Government Act 2019 and section
and Budget Review 51(1)(c)(iii) of the Local Government (General)

Regulations 2021, which states a council
may close to the public only so much of its
meeting as comprises the receipt or
discussion of, or a motion or both relating
to, information that would, if publicly
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the security

__________

____________________

of the council, its members or staff.
28.2.1 Legal Advice This item is considered 'Confidential'

pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the
Local Government Act 2019 and section
51(1)(c)(ii) of the Local Government (General)
Regulations 2021, which states a council
may close to the public only so much of its
meeting as comprises the receipt or
discussion of, or a motion or both relating
to, information that would, if publicly
disclosed, be likely to prejudice the

__________

___________________

maintenance or administration of the law.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1887 - 20/05/2025
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11 PETITIONS
Nil

Nil

I 3 tJ1F1CER REPORTS
13.1 Action reports

13.1.1 Community SafetyAdvisory Committee Minutes - 13 May 2025

Moved: Deputy Mayor Hale
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

1. THAT Report entitled Community Safety Advisory Committee
Minutes - 13 May 2025 be received and noted.

2. THAT the unconfirmed Community Safety Advisory Committee
minutes provided as attachment 13.1.1.1 to report entitled
Community Safety Advisory Committee Minutes - 13 May 2025
be received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1888 - 20/05/2025

13.1.2 Submission on the proposed planning scheme amendment for The
Heights, Durack

Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Giesecke

1. THAT Report entitled Submission on the proposed planning
scheme amendment for The Heights, Durack be received and
noted.

2. THAT the tabled document entitled Updated response to rezoning
application PA2025.0506 be received and noted and replace
Attachment 13.1.2.1.

3. THAT Council endorse the letter provided at Attachment 13.1 .2.1
to Reported entitled Submission on the proposed planning scheme
amendment for The Heights, Durack, for submission to the NT
Planning Commission.

Initials:
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CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1889 - 20/05/2025

13.1.3 Vibrant Economy Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 29 April
2025

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

1. THAT Report entitled Vibrant Economy Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes - 29 April 2025 be received and noted.

2. THAT the unconfirmed Vibrant Economy Advisory Committee
Minutes provided as Attachment 13.1.3.1 to report entitled Vibrant
Economy Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 29 April 2025
be received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1890 - 20/05/2025

13.1.4 City of Palmerston Library 5-year Master Plan

Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Giesecke

1. THAT Report entitled City of Palmerston Library 5 -year Master
Plan be received and noted.

2. THAT Council endorses the Library 5 -year Master Plan being
Attachment 13.1.4.1 contained in this report entitled City of
Palmerston Library 5 -year Master Plan, for the purpose of 28 days
of community consultation.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1891 - 20/05/2025

13.1.5 Community Energy Upgrades Fund Program - City of Palmerston
Application for Funding

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Henderson

1. THAT Report entitled Community Energy Upgrades Fund Program
- City of Palmerston Application for Funding be received and
noted.

2. THAT Council approve the submission of an application for a grant
under the Australian Government Community Energy Upgrades
Fund to co -fund the implementation of the energy efficiency
project at SWELL.

nitials: (11ic
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3. THAT Council approve the following funding for the SWELL
energy efficiency project, subject to a successful Australian
Government Community Energy Upgrades Fund partnership
application:

¯ $50,000 from the 2025-26 Sustainability Program as
identified in the draft City of Palmerston Municipal Plan
2025-26;

¯ $100,000 from the 2026-27 Sustainability Program as
identified in the draft City of Palmerston Long Term
Financial Plan 2026-35; and

¯ $50,000 internal borrowing from the Funds in Lieu of
Construction reserve, to be repaid in 2027-28 with
identified energy savings of the energy efficiency project.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1892 - 20/05/2025

13.1.6 City of Palmerston App Functionality

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

1. THAT Report entitled City of Palmerston App Functionality be
received and noted.

2. THAT Council approve the implementation of Option 1 identified
in Report entitled City of Palmerston App Functionality, being the
upgrade to the City of Palmerston App in 2024/25 to include more
images when residents are making a report; and the
implementation of Option 2 in 2025/26.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1893 - 20/05/2025

13.2 Receive and note reports
13.2.1 Major Capital Projects Update

Moved: Councillor Morrison
Seconded: Councillor Henderson

THAT Report entitled Major Capital Projects Update be received and
noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1894 - 20/05/2025

IntaI:
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13.2.2 Financial Report for the Month ofApril 2025

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

THAT Report entitled Financial Report for the Month of April 2025 be
received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1895 - 20/05/2025

I -

14.1 Information

Nil

14.2 Correspondence
14.2.1 UDIA and CoP cooperative and positive relationship

Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

THAT correspondence dated 5 April 2025 14.2.1 entitled UDlA and CoP
cooperative and positive relationship be received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1896 - 20/05/2025

14.2.2 Alternative Community Member Appointment - Development Consent
Authority

Moved: Councillor Giesecke
Seconded: Councillor Henderson

THAT correspondence dated 30 April 2025 14.2.2 entitled Alternative
Community Member Appointment - Development Consent Authority be
received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1897 - 20/05/2025

14.2.3 Call for Nominations - Local Government Code of Conduct Panel

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Giesecke

THAT correspondence dated 14 May 2025 14.2.3 entitled Call for
Nominations - Local Government Code of Conduct Panel be received and
noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1898 - 20/05/2025

irntziIs:
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Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Henderson

THAT the verbal report received by Councillor Fraser regarding Report of
Delegates be received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1899 - 20/05/2025

--

Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

1. THAT the question asked by Councillor Henderson regarding paying
contractors when work has not completed, and the response provided by
the Chief Executive Officer be received and noted.

2. THAT the question asked by Councillor Henderson regarding a grant being
acquitted due to staff not replying to emails, and the response provided by
the Chief Executive Officer be received and noted.

3. THAT the question asked by Deputy Mayor Hale regarding how Elected
Members report complaints whilst in caretaker mode, to be taken on
notice by the Chief Executive Officer be received and noted.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1900 - 20/05/2025

Nil

Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

THAT the next Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Tuesday, 3 June 2025 at
5:30pm in the Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, 1 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1901 - 20/05/2025
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Moved: Councillor Fraser
Seconded: Councillor Morrison

THAT pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 and
section 51(1)(a) of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 the meeting be
closed to the public to consider the Confidential items of the Agenda.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1902 - 20/05/2025

'u Jj\:MEW U.'
L!ASON
Moved: Councillor Henderson
Seconded: Mayor Pascoe-Bell

THAT the meeting be adjourned for five minutes.

CARRIED (6/0) - 10/1903 - 20/05/2025

The meeting adjourned at 6.34pm.

The open section of the meeting closed at 6.34pm for the discussion of
confidential matters.

The closed section of the meeting reopened at 6.42pm.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.l8pm.

Chair
lac(-oe

Prin11ame

Date

ritIs:

COUNCIL MINUTES - 20 MAY 2025 11732


