
AGENDA
1st Ordinary Council Meeting

Tuesday 3 November 2020

The Ordinary Meeting of the City of Palmerston will be held in the 
Council Chambers, Civic Plaza, 1 Chung Wah Terrace, Palmerston, 
NT 0830 commencing at 5:30 PM. 

COVID-19 Statement of Commitment  
The Ordinary Meeting of Council will be open to the public and holds a 
Statement of Commitment to adhere to:  

 Physical distancing measures  
 Health and hygiene principles 

LUCCIO CERCARELLI
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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MAYORAL REPORT
1st Ordinary Council Meeting

AGENDA ITEM: 7.1

REPORT TITLE: Mayoral Update Report - 3 November 2020

MEETING DATE: Tuesday 3 November 2020

AUTHOR: Mayor, Athina Pascoe-Bell

COMMUNITY PLAN

Governance:  Council is trusted by the community and invests in things that the public value.

PURPOSE

This report seeks Council with a summary of recent activities. 

KEY MESSAGES
 Advocating on behalf of Council with Australian and Northern Territory Government. 
 Celebrating the success of myPalmerston with a media launch involving the Chief Minister, Hon. 

Michael Gunner, Member for Fannie Bay. 
 Attendance at a variety of activities and services in Palmerston on behalf of Council, such as Mental 

Health Week Launch, Pride Picnic, and a visit to Palmerston College. 
 Discussion of Community Issues and strengthening of relationships with the Palmerston Police.
 Meeting with the Japanese Consul General, Mr Masahiko Kiya. 

RECOMMENDATION

1. THAT Report entitled Mayoral Update Report - 3 November 2020 be received and noted. 

DISCUSSION

Meetings with Federal and Northern Territory Ministers

The CEO and I had the opportunity to meet with the following members of the Federal and Northern 
Territory Parliament:

Hon. Eva Lawler
Hon. Kate Wordon 
Mrs Lia Finocchiaro 
Ms Marie- Clare Boothby and 
Hon. Chanston Paech

to discuss current projects, funding opportunities, ongoing support, and community issues in 
Palmerston. In November we will meet Senator for the Northern Territory, Malarndirri McCarthy and 
Dr. Samantha McMahon, as well as Chief Minister, Hon. Michael Gunner. 

I recently wrote to the Deputy Prime Minister thanking him for his visit to Council and the Federal 
Government’s support of the Gray Community Hall project. I also corresponded with the Hon. Mark 
Coulton MP, Minister for Regional Communities and Local Government regarding the Financial 
Assistance Grant from the Commonwealth via the Local Government Grants Commission. The funding 
provided by this grant will go to ongoing City of Palmerston projects and operations. 
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myPalmerston Media Event with Chief Minister, Hon. Michael Gunner

With the success of the myPalmerston local voucher scheme, City of Palmerston held a joint media 
launch with the Chief Minister, Hon. Michael Gunner. The event was held at ‘Aussie Pooch’ in 
Yarrawonga. We have some great small businesses and initiatives in Palmerston, and it has been 
fantastic to see the community embracing the voucher scheme and spending locally. 

The second round commenced on 28th October with $90,000 of available vouchers, 5300 users, and 82 
businesses registered. Registrations are open throughout the round and I encourage everyone to 
participate in this great initiative. 

Mental Health Week Launch

I was proud to speak at the Launch of Mental Health Week hosted by the Northern Territory Mental 
Health Coalition. Each year Mental Health Week includes a theme, the theme this year was Building 
Healthy Communities, with focus being on the effects and impacts due to COVID-19 restrictions on the 
health and well-being of those across the wider community.  The aim of the week is to raise awareness of 
mental health and wellbeing in the wider community and to promote understanding of the issues and 
experiences facing people with a mental illness. I would like to thank the organisers for the invitation 
and opportunity to speak at an event highlight such important issues. 

Palmerston Police Quarterly Catch up 

The Chief Executive Officer and I had the opportunity to meet with the Palmerston Police to discuss 
issues affecting the Palmerston Community. We will continue to work together to make the Community 
a safer and harmonious place to live. 

Early Bird Rate Draw

Council once again ran its Early Bird Rates competition to encourage residents to pay their 2020/2021 
rates in full before 30 September 2020. Names were drawn at random using a selector tool.  
Congratulations to the winners, Beverley Carter of Farrar and David Payne of Pinelands. 

Mayor, Athina Pascoe- Bell and Early Bird Rate Winner, 
Beverley Carter.
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Pride Picnic 

Celebrating diversity within the community is an important element of building strong relationships, and 
I was proud to speak at the Palmerston Pride Picnic and to offer my support to the LGBTIQ + 
Community. We were treated to performances by Drag Territory, and Palmerston local Paige Horrigan 
spoke about her lived experiences. Paige is a member of the Chief Minister’s Youth Round table and the 
City of Palmerston, The Hon. Lauren Moss, Minister for Youth, along with Headspace Darwin were 
proud to support this initiative. 

Prawn Cracker Spice, Hon. Lauren Moss, Hailey Berry, Mark Turner (Member for Blain) Mayor, Athina 
Pascoe-Bell, Paige Horrigan and Ferocia Coutura.

Palmerston College visit – Cultural Diversity 

The Students at Palmerston College were tasked with mapping their fellow students’ diverse 
backgrounds and discovering many links to different cultures. I spoke on my own experiences and was 
followed by a speech from fellow guest speaker, Farsie, who shared some of her lived experiences about 
immigrating to Australia and moving into the Palmerston community, Yvonne Coleman from STEPS and 
Council’s Amanda Stevenson. 

We were impressed with the in-depth research and activities that the students had undertaken in 
recognising and celebrating cultural diversity within their own school. 

Invitation to the Opening of the first session of Northern Territory Parliament

It was a privilege to be invited to the Opening of the first session of Parliament of the 14th Assembly of 
the Northern Territory at Parliament House in Darwin. The proceedings involved the swearing in of new 
Members of the Legislative Assembly, new Ministers, and the nomination of Speaker for the 14th 

Assembly before Her Honour the Honourable Vicky O’Halloran AO, Administrator of the Northern 
Territory.
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Mayor Athina Pascoe- Bell, Lord Mayor Kon Vatskalis, City of Darwin 
and Mayor Maree Bredhauer, Litchfield Council.

PGA

City of Palmerston was pleased to be involved in bringing the Northern Territory PGA Championship 
back to Palmerston for the fifth consecutive year. Council’s $30,000 sponsorship of the Northern 
Territory PGA Championship through our Community Benefit Scheme is an investment in our 
community: showcasing our city, providing economic benefits for local businesses and it creates a 
unique experience for locals and visitors. Thank you to all those involved and congratulations to the 
winners. 

Mayor Athina Pascoe- Bell presenting the PGA Winner’s Trophy.
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Meeting with the Japanese Consul General

The Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, and I, had the pleasure of meeting with the 
Japanese Consul General, Mr Masahiko Kiya.  The Chief Executive Officer, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer, and I, had the pleasure of meeting with the Japanese Consul General, Mr Masahiko Kiya. 

Discussions included the ongoing promotion of cooperation and discussions with Japan, sponsoring of 
exchange students between Palmerston College and Aridagawa, as well as economic development 
opportunities across the Northern Territory.

POICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no policy implications for this report.

BUDGET AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget or resource implications relating to this report.

RISK, LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS

There are no risk, legal and legislative implications relating to this report.

ATTACHMENTS

Nil
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8 DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

9 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS)

10 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

10.1 Moving Confidential Items into Open

10.2 Moving Open Items into Confidential

10.3 Confidential Items

Nil

11 PETITIONS

12 NOTICES OF MOTION

13 OFFICER REPORTS
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13.1 Receive and Note Reports

13.1.1 Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Unconfirmed Minutes - 8 October 2020

COUNCIL REPORT 

 
1st Ordinary Council Meeting

AGENDA ITEM: 13.1.1

REPORT TITLE: Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Unconfirmed Minutes - 
8 October 2020

MEETING DATE: Tuesday 3 November 2020

AUTHOR: Community Development Officer - Children & Families, Safe 
Communities, Liz Middleton

APPROVER: Director Lifestyle and Community, Amelia Vellar

COMMUNITY PLAN

Family and Community:  Palmerston is a safe and family friendly community where everyone belongs.

PURPOSE

This report presents to Council the unconfirmed minutes from the Palmerston Safe Communities 
Committee meeting held on Thursday 8 October 2020. 

KEY MESSAGES

 Palmerston Safe Communities Committee met on Thursday 8 October 2020. 
 Territory Families presented information to the PSCC regarding the Youth Outreach and Re-

Engagement Team Review.  
 YMCA NT shared information regarding the Palmerston Youth Centre operations and programs. 
 Investigations into supporting a performance of ‘The Stones’ remains an on-going action. 
 The agenda and minutes are available on Council’s website. 

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Report entitled Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Unconfirmed Minutes - 8 October 
2020 be received and noted.

BACKGROUND

Palmerston Safe Communities Committee (PSCC) works in partnership with Council, the Northern 
Territory Government, business, community service organisations and the community. The core 
Committee objectives are to reduce and prevent injuries, accidents, and crime in the Palmerston 
municipality. 

The meeting held on 8 October 2020 was the third meeting to be held by the Committee in 2020, due to 
meeting cancellations as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

DISCUSSION

The Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Meeting was held on 8 October 2020 with the 
unconfirmed minutes provided at Attachment 13.1.1.1. 
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Items considered by the Committee during this meeting included: 

 A presentation of the Youth Outreach and Re-Engagement Team Review conducted by Territory 
Families.

 Information was provided by YMCA NT regarding the Palmerston Youth Centre.
 Responsible Gambling Awareness Week information was introduced by PSCC guest Amity 

Community Services Inc.  
 Stakeholders updated the Committee on how they have commenced reinstating their programs and 

operations since the introduction of COVID-19 restrictions.

Responsible Gambling Awareness Week ran from 5 to 11 October 2020 and more information can be 
obtained on the Amity Community Services’ website. 

The Youth Outreach and Re-Engagement Team (YORET) presentation detailed information regarding 
the formation of the YORET in 2017 and the recommendations that have come out of the review. The 
evaluation outlined 20 recommendations and initiatives aimed at improving the delivery of their service. 
Of the 20 recommendations, Territory Families agreed to nine. Some of the recommendations included 
promoting youth and family participation in service development though culturally appropriate 
approaches. Including developing a shared youth justice child-centred, family-focussed practice 
framework that supports young people to thrive.  

The Palmerston Youth Centre (PYC) operations and programs were detailed with regular activities 
including arts and painting, ping pong, pool and fuse ball, computer and Xbox games, socialising and 
engaging with each other on the bean bags and watching movies. The Saltbush Mob and the YOREO’s 
are regular visitors to the PYC. The new Palmerston Youth Centre has been a popular venue for 
Palmerston youth since its inception, and visits to the space are continuing to rise. Approximately 40-50 
people are using the facility each day on average and the use continues to grow.

A document providing further information regarding the Palmerston Youth Centre was tabled at the 
committee meeting and will be provided as an associated document on Council’s website. 

The next meeting being held on 26 November 2020 at the Palmerston Youth Centre, 31 Tilston Avenue, 
Moulden at 1.30pm. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS

There was no consultation required during the preparation of this report.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no policy implications for this report.

BUDGET AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget or resource implications relating to this report.

RISK, LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS

This report addresses the following City of Palmerston Strategic Risks: 

1 Fails to effectively regain the trust from all stakeholders
Context: Council needs to credible and trusted by those within and external to the Council.
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8 Fails to develop effective relationships and manage expectations of relevant parties
Context: Engagement and communication with stakeholders (internal and external to the 
Council).

ENVIRONMENT SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

There are no environment sustainability implications for this report.

COUNCIL OFFICER CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION

We the author and approving officer declare that we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Palmerston Safe Communities Committee - Unconfirmed Minutes 8 October 2020 [13.1.1.1 - 6 
pages]
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PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

CITY OF PALMERSTON  

  

Minutes of Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Meeting 
held in Community Room 1 
Palmerston Recreation Centre, Palmerston 
on Thursday 8 October 2020 at 1:30pm.  
 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Alderman Damian Hale, City of Palmerston (Chair) 
Alderman Lucy Morrison, City of Palmerston 
Michael Maclean, NT Police CCTV 
Dave Russell, Territory Families 
Sally Weir, Department of the Chief Minister 
Shalom Kaa, Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics, Public Transport  
Mel Fleming, Victims of Crime NT 
Jeff Ryan, Department of Local Government, Housing and 
Community Development 
Bernard Kulda, Licensing NT  
Jeff Paul, Licensing NT  
Jodie Barlow, Mission Australia  
Michael Soler, Mission Australia  
Aimee Tagell, Department of Infrastructure, Planning and 
Logistics, Road Safety 
Marie-Clare Boothby, Member for Brennan  
Mark Turner, Member for Blain  

  

STAFF 
Anna Ingram, Executive Manager Lifestyle & Community 
Services  

 Liz Middleton, Community Services Lead (Minute Secretary)  

  

              GUESTS Peter Fletcher, Territory Families  
 Alana James, YMCA NT 
 Nicola Coalter, Amity Community Services Inc. 

 

 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

  

I respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we are meeting – the Larrakia 

People – and pay my respects to their elders, past, present, and future.  

 

2 OPENING OF MEETING 

 

          The Chair declared the meeting open at 1:35pm. 
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AGENDA - ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 3 NOVEMBER 2020 14 | 222



 

 

 
 

Minute Book Page 16 

 

PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES 8 OCTOBER 2020 CITY OF PALMERSTON 16 
 

PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

3 APOLOGIES 

 

3.1 Apologies 

 

Moved:  Alderman Damian Hale 

Seconded:          Alderman Lucy Morrison 

 

THAT the following apologies received for the Palmerston Safe Communities Committee 

meeting on 8 October 2020 be received and noted:  

 

Mayor Athina Pascoe-Bell, City of Palmerston  

Alderman Amber Garden, City of Palmerston  

Alderman Sarah Henderson, City of Palmerston 

Luke Gosling OAM, Member for Solomon  

Nathan Finn, NT Police  

Amanda Foord, NT Police, Fire & Emergency Services 

Ross Robertson, Buslink 

Colin Majid, Buslink 

Angie Walker, Member for Spillett (Representative)  

Mandy Pearce, Victims of Crime NT  

Kathy Bannister, Australian Red Cross  

Rebecca Wanganeen, Territory Families  

Seranie Gamble, Territory Families 

                

CARRIED 

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 

        4.1           Committee Members  

 

                 Nil  

 

 4.2           Staff  

 

                  Nil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 13.1.1.1

AGENDA - ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 3 NOVEMBER 2020 15 | 222



 

 

 
 

Minute Book Page 17 

 

PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES 8 OCTOBER 2020 CITY OF PALMERSTON 17 
 

PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

5.1 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

Moved:  Michael Maclean   

Seconded:          Jeff Paul  

 

THAT the minutes of the Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Meeting held on 

Thursday, 27 August 2020, pages 8 to 14 be confirmed.    

 

CARRIED 

6 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

              Nil. 

 

7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 

          Nil. 

 

8 OFFICER REPORTS 

 

8.1 Action Report & Receive and Note Reports  

 

8.1.1  Action Report  

   

Moved:           Alderman Lucy Morrison  

Seconded:      Jeff Paul  

 

THAT Report entitled Palmerston Safe Communities Committee Action Report be received 

and noted. 

CARRIED 

      

8.1.2  Palmerston Kids Network Update 

 

Moved:          Maire-Clare Boothby  

Seconded:     Alderman Lucy Morrison  

 

THAT Report entitled Palmerston Kids Network Update be received and noted. 

 

CARRIED 
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PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

      8.1.3   Palmerston and Rural Youth Services Update 

 

Moved:         Alderman Lucy Morrison  

Seconded:    Michael Maclean  

 

THAT Report entitled Palmerston and Rural Youth Services Update be received and       

noted. 

 

CARRIED 

       

8.1.4  Palmerston Seniors Advisory Committee Update 

  

                   Moved:         Michael Maclean  

              Seconded:    Alderman Lucy Morrison  

 

THAT Report entitled Palmerston Seniors Advisory Committee Update be received and 

noted. 

 

CARRIED 

9 OTHER BUSINESS 

 

9.1     YORET Presentation – Territory Families  

      

Moved:        Alderman Damian Hale  

Seconded:    Mark Turner 

 

THAT Presentation entitled YORET Presentation be received and noted. 

 

CARRIED 

9.2  Palmerston Youth Space Presentation – YMCA NT  

 

Moved:         Alderman Damian Hale  

Seconded:    Michael Maclean  

 

1. THAT Presentation entitled Palmerston Youth Space Presentation – YMCA NT be 

received and noted. 

 

2. THAT the Committee accept the tabled document Palmerston Youth Space Attachment 

A to item 9.2.  

 

CARRIED 

                

Attachment 13.1.1.1
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PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

9.3     Stakeholder Updates   

 

Moved:           Alderman Damian Hale 

Seconded:      Alderman Lucy Morrison  

 

1. THAT the following verbal updates provided by the following Committee Members and 

Guests be received and noted: 

                     

        Amity Community Services 

         Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics 

        Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics, Road Safety  

                                  NT Police CCTV  

                    Licensing NT  

                    Department of the Chief Minister  

                    Department of Local Government, Housing and Community Development 

              Victims of Crime NT 

                               Member for Blain  

        Member for Brennan  

        Mission Australia NT 

    

2. THAT Mission Australia NT present further information at the next Palmerston Safe 

Communities meeting on Thursday 26 November regarding the Batten Road 

Homelessness Response and Sobering Up Shelter.  

 

CARRIED 

 

 10 NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting for the Palmerston Safe Communities Committee will be held on Thursday 26 

November 2020 at 1:30pm at the Palmerston Youth Centre, 31 Tilston Avenue, Moulden.  

 

 11 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

 

The Palmerston Safe Communities Committee meeting, held in Community Room 1, Palmerston 

Recreation Centre, 11 The Boulevard, Palmerston on Thursday 8 October 2020 closed at 2:56pm. 
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PALMERSTON SAFE COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

 

 

 

 
S   

Chair 
 
 

Print Name 
 
 

Date 

Attachment 13.1.1.1

AGENDA - ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 3 NOVEMBER 2020 19 | 222



 

AGENDA - ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - 3 NOVEMBER 2020 20 | 222

13.1.2 Lifestyle and Community Quarterly Report - July to September 2020

COUNCIL REPORT 

 
1st Ordinary Council Meeting

AGENDA ITEM: 13.1.2

REPORT TITLE: Lifestyle and Community Quarterly Report - July to September 
2020

MEETING DATE: Tuesday 3 November 2020

AUTHOR: EA to Director Lifestyle and Community, Stoney Dethmore

APPROVER: Director Lifestyle and Community, Amelia Vellar

COMMUNITY PLAN

Family and Community:  Palmerston is a safe and family friendly community where everyone belongs.

PURPOSE

This report provides Council with the key activities undertaken by the Lifestyle and Community 
Department in the July to September 2020 Quarter.

KEY MESSAGES

The Lifestyle and Community Department provides a quarterly report of its activities, some highlights 
include: 
 Palmerston Senior College and Taminmin College students participated in the Youth X Forum to 

discuss youth issues within the Territory. 
 City of Palmerston ran a ‘How-to Adult’ pilot program to support youth transitioning into adulthood. 
 The Swimming, Wellness, Events, Leisure, Lifestyle (SWELL) master plan was announced to the 

public and is open for community consultation from 16 September to 28 October 2020.
 A new mural on the exterior of the Recreation Centre was completed in August as part of the Special 

Community Assistance and Local Employment grant from the Northern Territory Government. 
 Council was pleased to be the First Prize sponsor of the Pandamonia Art Award at the exhibition, 

that was developed to support Top End artists and showcase artworks that respond to COVID-19. 
 Connecting Cultures; Conversations with Coffee and Cake was held to celebrate cultural diversity in 

Palmerston. 
 Facility bookings across all locations have increased significantly from 2019 as a result of the 

COVID-19 free facilities initiative.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Report entitled Lifestyle and Community Quarterly Report - July to September 2020 be received 
and noted.

BACKGROUND

City of Palmerston’s Lifestyle and Community Department provides a quarterly update to Council on 
key activities undertaken during the previous quarter. The Lifestyle and Community Directorate 
comprises of the Community Services, Library Services and Regulatory Services teams. 
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DISCUSSION

Activities completed during the July to September quarter are detailed in Attachment 13.1.2.1 with 
some highlights identified as below: 

Youth X Forum – Youth X – Your Voice in Palmerston took place on 14 September 2020 at the 
Palmerston Recreation Centre. 61 year 10 students from Palmerston and Taminmin College came 
together to provide their voice to help support solutions for youth issues in the Territory. 

How-to Adult – City of Palmerston ran a ‘How-to Adult’ pilot program to provide support and 
assistance to youth in their transition into adulthood. The program operated over seven weeks, and 
topics ranged from managing a home to budgeting and making money, with multiple hands-on activities 
conducted throughout the program. The program was an overall success, with three participants 
registering their interest to assist with delivering the next program. 

Swimming, Wellness, Events, Leisure, Lifestyle (SWELL) - The SWELL master plan was announced to 
the community on 15 September 2020, with a community consultation open for feedback from the 16 
September 2020 through to 28 October 2020. The SWELL masterplan includes a refurbished 50 metre 
pool with compliant entry ramp and starting platforms, a dedicated warm water program 
pool, a toddlers zero depth and play pool, an aquatic adventure play, and new amenities to provide 
accessible and inclusive facilities bringing the centre in line with current contemporary approaches to 
provision of sanitary facilities. The new development will include a new café to provide a social hub and 
meeting area, increasing the sense of community as well as economic outcomes.

Recreation Centre Mural - A new mural was designed and installed on the exterior of the Recreation 
Centre by local three local artists. The mural titled Gudangwa, meaning “This Place”, reflects an 
environmental theme through animal motifs and represents that Palmerston is surrounded by swamp 
and other waterways. The mural also includes a stylised flower motif based on a wild passionfruit to 
symbolise growth and environmental beauty in Palmerston. The mural has since had landscaping 
installed below the mural to further enhance the area. Feature lighting will also be installed as part of 
the project. 

Pandamonia Art Award - Council was pleased to be the First Prize sponsor of the Pandamonia Art 
Award at the exhibition, that was developed by Luke Gosling OAM. The exhibition was developed to 
support Top End artists and showcase artworks that respond to COVID-19. 

Connecting Cultures: Conversations with Coffee and Cake - City of Palmerston, in partnership with 
Grow Well Live Well, Skills for Tertiary Education Preparatory Studies (STEPS), Melaleuca Refugee 
Centre and Larrakai Nation held a morning tea to celebrate the cultural diversity within the Palmerston 
community. The event welcomed more than 203 community members, with traditional cakes and food 
being supplied by participants, and was supported by multiple cultural performances and entertainment. 
The event was an overall success with multiple attendees registering their interest to participate in 
Harmony Week celebrations in 2021.

Palmerston Facility Bookings - The free facilities initiative has directly resulted in an increase to facility 
bookings across all available spaces in comparison to 2019. Facility bookings and use has supported the 
community through a difficult year with COVID-19 restrictions impacting travel and community events. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS

The following City of Palmerston staff were consulted in preparing this report:
 Community Development and Community Event staff 
 Library Services
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 Regulatory Services 
 Communications and Media 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no policy implications for this report.

BUDGET AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget or resource implications relating to this report.

RISK, LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS

This report addresses the following City of Palmerston Strategic Risks: 

1 Fails to effectively regain the trust from all stakeholders
Context: Council needs to credible and trusted by those within and external to the Council.

2 Is not sustainable into the long term
Context: Optimising the financial, social and environmental sustainability of the Council.

ENVIRONMENT SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

There are no environment sustainability implications for this report.

COUNCIL OFFICER CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION

We the author and approving officer declare that we do not have a conflict of interest in relation to this 
matter.

ATTACHMENTS
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1. Family and Community 
Palmerston is a safe and family friendly community where everyone belongs.  

Youth X Forum

Youth X – Your Voice in Palmerston took place on 
14 September 2020 at the Palmerston Recreation 
Centre. 61 year 10 students from Palmerston and 
Taminmin College came together to have a voice 
and support solutions for youth issues in the 
Territory. 

Youth X Forum provides a platform for young 
adults in the community to have a voice and assist 
with the improvement and future development 
and planning within Palmerston and the Northern 
Territory. 

Youth Week 2020

NT Youth Week (NTYW) is an annual celebration of young people across the Northern Territory 
and involves a range of exciting events and activities. NTYW ran from 26 September to 11 October 
and the theme is for this year is ‘Empower 2020’.

City of Palmerston (CoP) signed up as a NTYW 2020 Media Partner to promote the overall week, 
pushing the focus on youth doing good things.  CoP Youth Media Team participated in a promotion 
with ‘Around Palmerston’ to promote NTYW. Promotions were shared across the @yopalmy social 
media platforms, including a daily update of free activities through the two-week celebration.

Photo: Palmerston youth with Wayne Zerbe, from Palmerston Regional Business Association for the 
‘Around Palmerston’ promotion of NTYW.
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How to Adult

City of Palmerston had a huge response to our ‘How-to Adult’ pilot program, with inquiries coming 
in locally and nationally. The pilot program took place at the Palmerston Community Library over 
seven weeks to assist young people transitioning into adulthood. The program covered topics 
including, Budgeting 101, Cooking on a Budget, Managing a Home, Self-Care and Making Money.

Photo: Participants in the How-to Adult pilot program

Seven young people completed the workshops and participated in a graduation to celebrate. This 
was used as an opportunity to get those young people to support the evaluation of the pilot program 
and the participants provided feedback to assist with ongoing improvements to the program. The 
hands-on activities and cooking were a highlight and three of the participants asked to support the 
delivery of the next program. 

July School Holiday Program

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a booking system was implemented to limit the number of people 
attending the three-week School Holiday Program. With some activities taking place at the 
Recreation Centre to allow larger groups to attend. Approximately 304 people attended the 
program over the three weeks.

Photo: Paint and Create
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Tales to Tails

Another instalment of Tales to Tails was completed in collaboration with Good Dog AI. Students 
from Driver Primary School participated in the reading sessions to build their confidence and 
literacy skills. According to a school representative the reading levels of the students increased 
immensely throughout the six-week program. The children received a graduation certificate upon 
completion. Therapy dogs Roxy and Quinton shared their love and smiles during a tour of the library 
and made some friends along the way.

Photo: Therapy dogs Roxy and Quinton enjoying story time.

Australian Esports League (AEL) Palmy Cup

The AEL Palmy Cup is an online esports event that takes place each year and is open to all residents 
of the Northern Territory and is free to join and participate. The inaugural 2020 Palmy Cup 
competition took place in June over four weeks, and finals were played in July. 

Brekkie in the Park 

City of Palmerston hosted three Brekkie in the Park events during the quarter: 
 Sanctuary Lakes, Gunn, Sunday 5 July 2020, 200 people in attendance  
 Eric Asche Park, Farrar, Sunday 3 August 2020, 100 people in attendance  
 Dunbar Park, Gray, Sunday 6 September 2020, 60 people in attendance 

Each event was supported by a local organisation including the Palmerton Returned and Services 
League and Palmerston and Regional Basketball Association. These organisations provided 
breakfast for event guests and each event included free activities for kids to participate in. Attendee 
surveys indicated that most attendees at these events were residents from across the municipality, 
not just those living within the host suburb. 

Adventures in Garden 

Adventures in the Garden is a collaboration with Harvest Corner Community Garden to encourage 
kids to get to know where their food comes from. The program is aimed at children from one to five 
years of age. Due to COVID-19, participation numbers were limited to eight children with one 
parent or guardian each. 

During the quarter, three workshops were held:
 Friday 10 July 2020, 
 Friday 7 August 2020, and
 Friday 18 September 2020.

Attachment 13.1.2.1
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Feedback from one participant stated:
“Thanks for always finding a spot for us - she absolutely loves it, and as a result she's getting some 
gardening tools and a watering can for her 2nd birthday in a few weeks' time”. 

Harvest Corner Weekend Workshops 

Harvest Corner Weekend Workshops collaborates with Harvest Corner Community Garden 
running in conjunction with Adventures in the Garden. 
Free gardening and cooking workshops for Palmerston residents were held on the following dates: 

 Local Food Challenge Cooking Classes, Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 July 
 Growing Soils and Compost, Sunday 19 July 
 Growing and Cooking Local Produce, Sunday 16 August 
 Growing and Preserving Local Produce, Sunday 20 September 

Attendee feedback was positive, and an attendee provided the following feedback:
“This is such a fabulous community opportunity. Thank you to your organisation and the tutors” and 
“Very informative and liked that we could take some of home-grown vegetables and herbs to try.”

Aquafest 

City of Palmerston supported Royal Life Saving NT to run Aquafest at the Palmerston Swimming 
and Fitness Centre on Saturday 26 September 2020 for Water Safety Week. City of Palmerston 
provided a photobooth and pool inflatable to support the event.

Youth Resource Map

City of Palmerston was provided with a grant from the Northern Territory Government to assist 
with developing a Palmerston Youth Resource Map (YRM). City of Palmerston has collaborated 
with Palmerston College and mentored a youth contractor on the process of project management. 
The purpose of this project is to complete Goal Three of the Palmerston Youth Action Plan. 
 
The working group has worked together over the last three months to develop a concept for the 
YRM. The Youth Resource Map will show what spaces and services are based in Palmerston for 
young people. 

The student group came up with an art concept of a pond/lake to match Palmerston lakes. With a 
lotus flower to represent the heart of the city and the lily pads represent the spaces and services 
located around Palmerston. 

The next step will see the YRM printed and distributed to local youth. The working group will 
collaborate on a mural in the CBD that represents the artwork of the resource. These students will 
be mentored by Miss Polly, their teacher and local street artist. They will work together to paint the 
mural in October leading up to the launch of the Youth Resource Map

Walk, Cycle and Scoot to School Program 

In early September 2020, over 50 Walk, Cycle or Scoot to School (WCSTS) decals were installed in 
three suburbs, Zuccoli, Gray and Durack. Two WCSTS paths were identified for Zuccoli and Gray 
and one for Durack. The paths were determined by considering the suitability of the physical paths 
that lead into the school zone such as the condition and its width. The purpose of highlighting 
WCSTS active paths allows families who do not live close to school or who may be time poor with 
the opportunity to drive part of the way and walk the remaining distance to school. They also 
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encourage students to build road safety knowledge and confidence. All WCSTS paths are within one 
kilometre of the school, with the decal stickers indicating both 500m and 200m distances to 
school.    

Palmerston Youth Local Drug Action Team

City of Palmerston continue to support the development of the next Community Action Plan. The 
plan aims to support young people to create messages to promote the positive activities young 
people are engaged in and to change the narrative about young people in Palmerston. The project 
will engage with diverse young people and provide training and opportunities to create messages 
and tell their stories. These stories will be shared through social media platforms with the target 
audience being youth peers, community members and media outlets. The project will be open to all 
young people to participate in however will have a special focus on the most vulnerable young 
people in the community.

Photo: Durack Walk, Cycle or Scott to School Map
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Sanctuary Sessions

Sanctuary Sessions returned for the dry season over four dates from June to September, between 
4pm and 7pm at Sanctuary Lakes. These free events hosted local musicians who provided live music 
for the community. The Sanctuary Sessions audience ranged from families with small children to our 
senior community with their pets, and attendees brought chairs and picnic rugs to enjoy live music 
watching the sunset. Event staff engaged with the community at each session to obtain feedback 
and to discuss future events. 

Palmerston Seniors Day

Council supports a range of activities and events for Palmerston senior residents, both ongoing and 
annually as part of Seniors Month in August. The annual City of Palmerston Seniors Forum was 
replaced this year with City of Palmerston Seniors Day 2020, held at the Palmerston Recreation 
Centre on Wednesday 19 August 2020. 

Council was successfully funded with a $2,000 grant from Office of Senior Territorians to assist in 
the delivery of Palmerston Seniors Day 2020. 76 senior participants attended throughout the day 
and several of the participants also volunteered with the event.  

The Seniors Day program offered a range of ‘Come ‘n’ Try’ 
activities, from physical activities to relaxing recreation. The 
entire Recreation Centre venue was used to encourage 
physical spacing and allow multiple activities to run 
concurrently, with the intention of allowing each participant to 
choose their program based on their own interests. Activities 
were provided by existing seniors clubs, and external groups 
provided activities for the seniors to try, including dancing, 
challenges, games and virtual reality. Mayor Pascoe-Bell and 
Alderman Henderson attended for part of the day and enjoyed 
informal conversations with participants.
 
Acting Superintendent Angela Stringer from the Palmerston 
and Road Policing Division of the Northern Territory Police, 
Fire and Emergency Services, spoke with participants during 
the lunch session covering a large range of participants’ 
queries. Lesley White, Public Education Officer, Wildcare Inc. 
spoke about rescue and release of injured or orphaned native 
animals, with participating members able to meet a baby 
possum and wallaby currently in Wildcare Inc’s care.
 
Multiple representatives from City of Palmerston attended to speak and engage with the seniors on 
a range of topics, and to gain feedback from these groups regarding ongoing improvements within 
the Palmerston municipality. 

Feedback received was positive and overall, participants were understanding of the limitations 
placed on the event program by the existing COVID-19 restrictions.          

Seniors Month 

During Seniors Month, the Palmerston Community Library screened two movies, at midday in the 
Community Room with light refreshments provided. Although the audience attendance numbers 
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were low, the Library was able to offer a space where seniors can gather with other members of 
their community. 

The Palmerston Community Library Programs Team visited the Durack Greenfield Living Seniors 
Event on 19 August to showcase our electronic resources, including iPads, Sphero’s, and the 
Nintendo Switch to eight resident seniors. 

 FlicNics

Every Saturday night from 4 July until 12 September 2020, families came together to enjoy a free 
outdoor movie under the stars at Goyder Square. Attendance numbers were in the 100’s in July and 
slowly dropped off to the 50’s towards the end of the program. City of Palmerston raised awareness 
for waste reduction and International Dog Day by holding two themed nights. On 15 August, an 
additional film “Blue” was screened prior to the regular FlicNics for World Ocean Day, to promote 
the beauty of our waterways and how pollution is affecting it. On 5 September, the City of 
Palmerston Rangers Animal Education Officers arranged a screening of ‘Marley & Me’ to promote 
International Dog Day. The community were invited to bring their dogs along and participate in a 
chance to win a pet prize.   

Urban Jams Youth Training 

Orientation training was held for the youth volunteers supporting Urban Jam events. Eight young 
people registered an interest to participate, three were unable to complete the training this round 
and have been added to a waiting list for the next round of events. Three completed the training 
facilitated by Amy Hetherington and will go on to be this year's Urban Jams Youth Crew. These 
youth will develop skills in working in events, promotions and marketing. They will be able to add 
this experience to their resumes and have City of Palmerston’s Community Development Officer’s 
as a reference on their resumes.

National Science Week 

National Science Week runs annually and is Australia’s celebration of science technology. This year 
in August, Palmerston Community Library incorporated National Science Week into an existing 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) program. Children were able to learn 
how to create slime and had an opportunity to take a sample home. Staff demonstrated how to make 
elephant toothpaste which consisted of food colouring, hydroperoxide, yeast and dishwashing 
liquid to create a volcanic eruption due to its chemical reactions. 

Swimming, Wellness, Events, Leisure, Lifestyle (SWELL) 

The SWELL project was announced to the public on 15 September, with the project open for 
community consultation from 16 September to 28 October 2020. The SWELL master plan is part of 
Council’s strategic vision to provide Palmerston residents with a contemporary and family friendly, 
water and lifestyle precinct. The SWELL plan includes a refurbished 50 metre pool with compliant 
entry ramp and starting platforms, a dedicated warm water program pool, a toddlers zero depth and 
play pool, an aquatic adventure play, and new amenities to provide accessible and inclusive facilities 
bringing the centre in line with current contemporary approaches to provision of sanitary facilities. 
The new development will include a new café to provide a social hub and meeting area, and energy 
efficient, modern pool plant and equipment with be installed to provide operational efficiencies and 
water hygiene to contemporary standards.
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Animal Education

The Ark Veterinary Hospital held a Vaccination Day on 8 August, for which they received 
Community Benefit Scheme funding from Council’s COVID-19 Response Special Projects. Free dog 
and cat vaccinations were offered to Palmerston residents who have been caught in the follow-on 
effects of COVID-19 and unable to afford the basic needs for their pets. Owners could upgrade from 
basic vaccinations at an additional cost. The funding also included the fixing of the hydrobath to 
offer free hydrobaths to dogs that attended. The Top End Rehoming Group ran the barbecue as a 
fundraising opportunity, along with an agility course for dogs and owners to participate in. 

The Smith Family Charity contacted City of Palmerston and requested to have a female ranger to 
attend their ‘Girls Step Up’ program, with Ranger Kellie attending the first session in Darwin City on 
the 10 September. The ‘Girls Step Up’ program is an aspiration building event to get girls that are 
currently in year nine and 10 to think about potential career pathways. The event is run with 
mentors from the community speaking about their job and how they came into their current role.

Council Rangers assisted Ture North with community consultation for the upgrade at the Marlow 
Lagoon Pet Park. Community consultation days were held at the Marlow Lagoon Dog Park during 
September. Rangers, City of Palmerston staff, and True North obtained feedback from the 
community regarding the proposed upgrades to the park and any additional ideas the community 
had regarding the park.  

Photo: Dog at the Marlow Lagoon Dog Park community consultation day.
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