


 

 

 

 

8 PETITIONS  

 

 

9 DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

  10 CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

  

 

  11 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
11.1 Governance and Organisation 

   

 Nil 

 

11.2 Economic Development and Infrastructure 

  

 Nil 

 

11.3 Community Culture and Environment 

   

Nil 

11.4 Risk Management and Audit Committee Meeting  

THAT the minutes from the Risk Management and Audit Committee meeting held on 13 

December 2017, be received and noted and that Council adopts the recommendations made 

by the Committee and accordingly resolves as follows:- 

 

11.4.1 Draft FIN28 Finance Accounting Policy RMA/0121 

 

1. THAT Council rescinds the following Policies, and where applicable, includes the 

content into the Accounting Policy and Procedure Manual under Section 9 of the 

Regulations: 

- FIN01 Finance Policy 

- FIN03 Annual Financial Statements Policy  

- FIN11 Financial Recognition of Employee Entitlements Policy  

- FIN12 Asset Capitalisation Policy  

- FIN13 Asset Depreciation Policy  

- FIN14 Asset Revaluation Policy  

- FIN16 Computer Based Account Policy  

- FIN24 Chart of Accounts Policy 

 

2. THAT Council adopt FIN28 but renumbered as FIN03 and renamed Annual 
Financial Statements Policy. 

 

11.4.2 Risk Management and Internal Audit Framework RMA/0122 

 

THAT Council adopts the Draft Risk Management and Internal Audit Framework with 
amendments as recommended by the Committee.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

12    12 INFORMATION AGENDA 

 

12.1  Items for Exclusion 

  

12.2  Receipt of Information Reports 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT the Information Items contained within the Information Agenda, be received. 

  

12.3  Officer Reports 

  

 12.3.1 LGANT Executive Minutes – 13 December 2017 8/1385 

 12.3.2 Exceptional Development Permit for Lot 10288 (3) Tarakan Court, 

Johnston  8/1400 

   

  13 DEBATE AGENDA 

 

13.1  Officer Reports 

 

13.1.1 Summary of Recent Development Proposals – October to December 

2017 8/1392 

13.1.2 Naming of new southern connector road and alteration of suburb 

boundary between Mitchell and Zuccoli 8/1394 

13.1.3 NT Library Grants Acquittal 2016/2017 8/1386 

13.1.4 Second Quarter Budget Review 2017/18 8/1393 

13.1.5 Financial Report for the Month of December 2017 8/1395 

13.1.6 Transfer of Title – Lot 11890 (48) Haultain Crescent, The Heights 

Durack 8/1396 

13.1.7 Financial Support – Baptist Care Northern Territory 8/1397 

13.1.8 Community Benefits Scheme – December 2017 8/1398 

13.1.9 Community Services Quarterly Report October - December 2017 8/1399 

 

 

  14 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 

  15 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

 

 

  16 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

At the invitation of the Chair. 

 

  17 OTHER BUSINESS – ALDERMAN REPORTS 

 

By-law 14(8) provides that the Chairman must not accept a motion without notice if the effect of the 

motion would, if carried, be to incur expenditure in excess of $1,000 unless: 

a) the motion relates to the subject matter of a committee’s or sub committee’s recommendations 

(as the case may be, or an officer’s report that is listed for consideration on the business paper; or  

b) the matter is urgent. 



 

 

 

 

  18 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 

18.1 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/01      8/1391 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 

1. THAT pursuant to Section 65 of the Local Government Act, Council orders that the public 
be excluded from the meeting with the exception of the Chief Executive Officer, Acting 
Director of Technical Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Corporate 
Services and Minute Secretary on the basis that Council considers it necessary and 
appropriate to act in a manner closed to the public in order to receive, discuss and 
consider the report in relation to confidential agenda item 18.1 Financial Hardship 
Application – 2018/01 and that Council is satisfied that the meeting should be conducted 
in a place open to the public is outweighed in relation to the matter because receiving, 
considering and discussing the report and associated documentation involves:           
 
(b) information about the personal circumstances of a resident or ratepayer; 

 
This item is considered confidential pursuant to Regulation 8 (b) of the Local Government 
(Administration) Regulations.  

 
2. THAT Council orders that the minutes from the Confidential Council Meeting held on 30 

January 2018, in relation to item number 18.1 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/01 
the report and associated documents remain confidential and not available for public 
inspection.  

 
 

18.2 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/02      8/1389 

 

RECOMMENDATION  
 

1. THAT pursuant to Section 65 of the Local Government Act, Council orders that the public 
be excluded from the meeting with the exception of the Chief Executive Officer, Acting 
Director of Technical Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Corporate 
Services and Minute Secretary on the basis that Council considers it necessary and 
appropriate to act in a manner closed to the public in order to receive, discuss and 
consider the report in relation to confidential agenda item 18.2 Financial Hardship 
Application – 2018/02 and that Council is satisfied that the meeting should be conducted 
in a place open to the public is outweighed in relation to the matter because receiving, 
considering and discussing the report and associated documentation involves:           
 
(b) information about the personal circumstances of a resident or ratepayer; 

 
This item is considered confidential pursuant to Regulation 8 (b) of the Local Government 
(Administration) Regulations.  

 
2. THAT Council orders that the minutes from the Confidential Council Meeting held on 30 

January 2018, in relation to item number 18.2 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/02 
the report and associated documents remain confidential and not available for public 
inspection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

18.3 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/03      8/1390 

 

RECOMMENDATION  
 

1. THAT pursuant to Section 65 of the Local Government Act, Council orders that the public 
be excluded from the meeting with the exception of the Chief Executive Officer, Acting 
Director of Technical Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Corporate 
Services and Minute Secretary on the basis that Council considers it necessary and 
appropriate to act in a manner closed to the public in order to receive, discuss and 
consider the report in relation to confidential agenda item 18.3 Financial Hardship 
Application – 2018/03 and that Council is satisfied that the meeting should be conducted 
in a place open to the public is outweighed in relation to the matter because receiving, 
considering and discussing the report and associated documentation involves:           
 
(b) information about the personal circumstances of a resident or ratepayer; 

 
This item is considered confidential pursuant to Regulation 8 (b) of the Local Government 
(Administration) Regulations.  

 
2. THAT Council orders that the minutes from the Confidential Council Meeting held on 30 

January 2018, in relation to item number 18.3 Financial Hardship Application – 2018/03 
the report and associated documents remain confidential and not available for public 
inspection.  

 

 
 

  19 CLOSURE 
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Form 22 Section 60 
Land Title Act 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S DIRECTIONS 

NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA 

T No: 
Commissioner of Territory Revenue use only 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Please Note Privacy Statement 

Overleaf

TRANSFER OF LOT 

Registered on ……..…..……….      At    ……….……...……………. 

The seller transfers to the buyer the estate and interest in the lot described and valued below for the 

consideration subject to the mortgages, encumbrances and other instruments affecting the land including 

any created by dealings lodged for registration prior to the lodging of this transfer and the buyer accepts 

this transfer. 

(NOTES 1 

- 4) 

Register Volume Folio Location Lot Description Plan Unit 

CUFT 778 039 Town of Palmerston Lot 11890 LTO2013/064B 

(NOTE 5) 

VALUE OF THE INTEREST 
TRANSFERRED AND 
CONSIDERATION (INCLUDING GST) 

Nil GST 
Amount 

Nil 

(NOTE 6) 

SELLER: Name only: Charles Darwin University 

(NOTE 7) 

BUYER: Name: 
Address for the 
service of notices: 

City of Palmerston  
PO Box 1 
PALMERSTON NT 0831 

(NOTE 8) 

TENANCY Joint Tenants/Tenants in Common (Shareholding) Not Applicable 
(NOTE 9) 

The Common Seal of Charles Darwin University 
is duly affixed with the authority of the Council 
and in accordance with Section 43(2) of the 
Charles Darwin University Act.  

On (Date) ……………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………... 
Signed by Authorised person 

………………………………………………………… 
Full Name  and Position of Authorised Delegate 

………………………………………………………… 
Signed by Qualified Witness 

………………………………………………………… 
Full Name and Telephone No.  

(NOTE 10) 

Attachment B



PRIVACY STATEMENT – LAND REGISTER FORMS 
The Registrar-General’s Office is authorised by the Land Title Act to collect the information on this form for the establishment and maintenance 
of the Land Register, which is made available for search by any person, anywhere, including through the Internet, upon payment of a fee. The 
information is regularly provided to other NT Government agencies, the Australian Valuation Office, local governments, the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, the Australian Taxation Office or other Commonwealth Agencies as required or authorised by law, and some private sector 
organisations for conveyancing, local government, valuation, statistical, administrative and other purposes. The NT Government also uses the 
information to prepare and sell or licence property sales reports to commercial organisations concerned with the development, sale or 
marketing of property. 

Failure to provide the information in full or in part may prevent your application or transaction being completed. 

Your personal information provided on this form can be subsequently accessed by you on request. If you have any queries please contact the 
Deputy Registrar-General on 8999 5318. 

Signed for and on behalf of City of Palmerston 
(with seal):  

Signature: …………………………………………… 

Full Name: …………………………………………... 

Position: ……………………………………………... 

Signature: …………………………………………… 

Full Name: …………………………………………... 

Position: ……………………………………………... 

On (Date) ….……………………….…………..…… 
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ITEM NUMBER: 13.1.7 Financial Support – Baptist Care Northern Territory 

FROM: Director of Community Services 

REPORT NUMBER: 8/1397 

MEETING DATE: 30 January 2018 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with a request received from Baptist Care NT for financial assistance and 
in-kind support through the Community Benefit Scheme. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. THAT Report Number 8/1397 entitled Financial support – Baptist Care Northern Territory be 

received and noted. 
 

2. THAT Council approve supporting Baptist Care NT to facilitate the Food for Life program through 
a grant of $2,500 (GST Exclusive) in 2017/2018. 

 
3. THAT Council approve modification to the existing kerb on Victoria Drive to facilitate the project 

to be funded from the Community Benefit Scheme. 
 
Background: 

 

The Community, Culture and Environment Committee who are scheduled to meet on a monthly basis 

would ordinarily assess applications for Grants/Donations/Scholarships/Sponsorships that are in excess 

of $2,000 and make recommendation to Council.  

  

In the absence of the committee this application is proceeding to directly Council with a 

recommendation to support the project. 

 

Eligibility for funding from Council’s Community Benefit Scheme is described in detail in Council’s FIN18 

Grants, Donations, Scholarships and Sponsorships Policy. FIN 18 states that: 

 

4.1.5. Requests from religious organisations or schools are specifically excluded unless there is a clear 

community benefit to Palmerston. 

 

Municipal Plan: 

1. Community & Cultural Wellbeing 

1.1 Healthy Communities 

1.1 We are committed to providing quality health and family support services to our 
community 



 

Baptist Care NT is a not-for-profit, registered charity and a community support group of a religious 

organisation.  It is considered that the application meets the description of 4.1.5 in that it offers clear 

community benefit to residents of Palmerston. 

 

Food for Life is a Baptist Care NT not-for-profit program that offers groceries to individuals and families 

experiencing food insecurity.  It currently operates in three (3) locations every Thursday and Friday 

mornings at Casuarina, Darwin and Batchelor respectively.  

 

Baptist Care NT is opening additional Food for Life outlets in the coming months, including a site in Gray, 

Palmerston, and has purchased and fitted out a bus to help transport food to the existing and new 

outlets.  

 

The proposed Palmerston program will provide participating families with a standard sized shopping bag 

to fill with groceries such as bread, milk, meat, cereals, fruits, vegetables, canned goods, pasta and 

toiletries.   The Food for Life’s grocery items cost clients significantly less than those found in a local 

retail shops.  Upon selecting the groceries, clients donate $10 or use a Voucher (worth $10) coming from 

welfare organisations.  After shopping, clients are invited to sit in the adjoining facility for a free morning 

tea and to enjoy conversation and connection with other participants and volunteers. Referral to 

additional support services agencies is available if necessary.  

 

General: 
 

Baptist Care NT is seeking financial support to ensure the achievement of the expansion plan by 

providing a dedicated space for provision of the Food for Life program in the suburb of Gray. The site is 

St Luke’s Anglican Church, Victoria Drive, Palmerston.  

 

Baptist Care NT has requested support in the form of a $8946.35 grant to provide civil works to modify 

private property, and facilitate bus parking on the adjacent roadway. 

 

An on-site meeting and bus parking trial has shown that the existing roadway (Victoria Drive) will 

accommodate the parked bus without significant modification, removing a large proportion of the 

estimated funding required. 

 

Minimal works are anticipated to allow safe bus parking with access for program participants and 

providers from the St Luke’s Church building adjacent.   

 

Council’s staff propose that Council undertake the minimal works on Council property in the form of 

approximately six metres of pathway from existing kerb to the property boundary. 

 

Council has sought estimates for the additional works outlined for the program, less the roadway works 

not required. It is recommended that Baptist Care NT be supported with grant funding of $2500.00 to 

facilitate the installation of: 

• Approximately fifteen metres of footpath from the property boundary fence line to St Luke’s 

Church building verandah – across private property 

• A gate in the fence 

 

Baptist Care have been advised of the outcomes of Council’s investigation into the project requirements 

and discussion has been held on the proposed grant of $2500 for works on private property and in-kind 

support for works on Council property.   Baptist Care agree with the outcome proposed. 

 

Baptist Care NT would begin the program delivery in Palmerston upon completion of works, 

approximately March 2018.    



 

 

Baptist Care would provide electrical extension cords suitable to power the bus facilities from the church 

building, plus suitable temporary protection for these while in use (value $500). They will store these 

cords and covers on site. 

 
Financial Implications: 
 

The financial implications to Council, should they approve support for the project would be $3,000 from 

the Community Benefit Scheme 2017/2018 operational budget. $2,500 in the form of a grant, and 

approximately $500 in kind support from Council.  The Community Benefit Scheme operational budget 

for 2017/2018 is $100,000, to date Council has awarded $50,891 leaving a balance of $49,109 

available. 

 

Legislation/Policy: 
 

Policy number FIN18 – Grants, Donations, Scholarships and Sponsorships. 
 
The Baptist Care NT Application has been assessed as compliant with all application requirements 
being met including: Community benefit, incorporated/not for profit and proof of registration, 
committee meeting minutes with resolution to apply, audited financial statements, current insurance, 
30% project costs covered by applicant in budget and no previous funding issued to this organisation 
in this financial year. 
 

Recommending Officer: Jan Peters, Director of Community Services 

 

Any queries on this report may be directed to Jan Peters, Director of Community Services on telephone 

(08) 8935 9922 or email palmerston@palmerston.nt.gov.au 

 

Author: Jan Peters, Director of Community Services 
  
Schedule of Attachments: 
 
Nil 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ITEM NUMBER: 13.1.8 Community Benefit Scheme – December 2017 

FROM: Director of Community Services 

REPORT NUMBER: 8/1398 

MEETING DATE: 30 January 2017 

 

Summary: 
 
This report provides Council with a summary of the Community Benefit Scheme applications processed 

for the month of December 2017. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Report Number 8/1398 entitled Community Benefit Scheme – December 2017 be received and 
noted. 

 

Background: 
 
This report details applications received, processed, approved and not approved against the Community 
Benefits Scheme eligibility criteria for the month of December 2017. 
 
General: 
 

Please see attached a table listing all funding applications and acquittals processed during December 

2017.   

 

Included in the table is expenditure to date and amount of funds remaining for Grants, Donations, 

Sponsorships and Scholarships for 2017/2018.  

In anticipation of invoices to be received for previously approved multiple-year funding arrangements 

funds to the value of $35,000 remain as committed for the following organisations. 

• RSL Palmerston  

• Palmerston and Rural Seniors Committee  

• Touch Football NT  

 
 

Municipal Plan: 

4. Governance & Organisation 

4.2 Service 

4.2 We value and encourage participation in Council activities by the community, and are 
committed to delivering the highest possible levels of service and community 
engagement 



 

 
City of Palmerston commits to setting an annual amount in its budget process dedicated to initiatives 
that benefit the community. The budget for 2017/2018 for grants, donations, scholarships and 
sponsorships is $100,000. Due to the successful distribution of funds to the community the 2017/2018 
Community Benefit Scheme budget available at the end of December rests at $49,109.   
 
Community Benefit Scheme applications are accepted all year round and Council promotes the 
opportunity to apply for funds monthly and via the Council website. 
 
Where budgeted funds are not expended during the financial year, excess funds are transferred to the 
Community Benefit Scheme Reserve which will be maintained at no greater than $100,000 annually. 
The current reserve total is $100,000. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
The budget for the 2017/2018 year for grants, donations, scholarships and sponsorships is $100,000. 
As of December 2017, Council has awarded $50,891 and $49,109 remains in the 2017/2018 
Community Benefit Scheme budget. 
 
Legislation/Policy: 
 

Policy number FIN18 – Grants, Donations, Scholarships and Sponsorships 

 

Recommending Officer: Jan Peters, Director Community Services 

 

Any queries on this report may be directed to Jan Peters, Director Community Services on telephone 

(08) 8935 9922 or email jan.peters@palmerston.nt.gov.au 

 

Author: Jan Peters, Director Community Services 

  
Schedule of Attachments: 
 
Attachment A: Applications/Acquittals Processed December 2017, Expenditure to Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment A: Applications/Acquittals Processed Summary December 2017, Expenditure to Date

Community Benefits Scheme

Applications Received

Activity Project Applicant Amount Requested Amount Received Outcome

Collaborative Dinner Role Models and Leaders
Australia

$2,000 n/a Awaiting requested
information

International Women’s Day event United Nations Association
of Australia NT Division

$3,000 n/a Awaiting requested
information

Community Partnership Life Education NT Inc $5,000 n/a Withdrawn

Indoor exercise space Fit Club Palmerston $500 in-kind support n/a Withdrawn
Palmerston Fun Run 2018 Athletics NT $10,000 n/a Under consideration
Food for Life Expansion Baptist Care NT $8,956 n/a Under consideration
ANZAC Day 2018 Event RSL Palmerston $10,000 $10,000 Carried Forward -Successful
Touch Football NT Titles Touch Football NT $13,000 $13,000 Carried Forward -Successful
Palmerston and Rural Seniors
Committee

Seniors Fortnight 2018 $12,000 $12,000 Carried Forward -Successful

Acquittals Received

Applicant Activity Project Amount Granted

Current Community Benefits Scheme Expenditure to Date

CC name Account Name YTD $ Commitment $ YTD + Comm $ Rev. Budget Budget
Available $

Grants / Donations/Contributions
Paid

Community Grants 15,891 35,000 50,891 100,000 49,109
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ITEM NUMBER: 13.1.9 
Community Services Quarterly Report October - December 
2017 

FROM: Director of Community Services 

REPORT NUMBER: 8/1399 

MEETING DATE: 30 January 2018 

 

 
Summary: 
 
This report summarises key activities undertaken by Council’s Community Services Department during 
the October to December 2017 quarter and planning currently underway for the next quarter. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council Report Number 8/1399 entitled Community Services Quarterly Report October – 
December 2017 be received and noted. 
 
Background: 

 

The Community Services Department provides a quarterly report to Council on key activities undertaken 
during the past quarter and planning underway for the next quarter.  
 

General: 
 

The Community Services Department have delivered a variety of activities, programs and events in the 

October – December 2017 quarter.   A detailed overview of the activities is provided in Attachment A. 

 

Listed below are the activities undertaken: 

 

International Day of People with Disability events x 3 
Mental Health Week mural project 
Ride2Work Day event 
Tai Chi and Yoga in Goyder Square weekly program 
Youth Drop-In Sports Program  
Palmerston Beats Program 
Children’s Week event 
White Ribbon Day Promotion 
Library Programs and Services 
Street Art Mural on Palmerston Recreation Centre 
Palmerston Drop In Recycled Art & Craft - Recycling Week  

Municipal Plan: 

1. Community & Cultural Wellbeing 

2. Economic Development 

3. Environment & Infrastructure 

4. Governance & Organisation 

 



 

Christmas Tree Lighting event 
Palmerston Carols event 
Our Common Threads in Palmerston program 
Citizenship Ceremony – October 
National Garage Sale Trail 
Facilitation of Community Trailers for Hire 
Facilitation of Community Facilities Hire 
 
A program highlight was: 
 
Youth Drop-In Sports Program (YDIS) 
YDIS is a daily youth drop-in sports program at Palmerston Recreation Centre, which aims to provide a 
positive, fun and safe environment for young people of all backgrounds to participate, at no cost, in sport 
and active recreation. In the past quarter YDIS has been awarded funding from the Northern Territory 
Government (NTG) through the Youth Innovative Grants program allowing the program to continue in 
the Recreation Centre.     
 
Prior to the NTG funding City of Palmerston ran the program and engaged the Palmerston Regional 
Basketball Association (PARBA) to deliver and all costs were met by Council.    The NTG funding has 
been awarded to Palmerston Regional Basketball Association (PARBA) to deliver the program and the 
City of Palmerston has agreed to be a major partner providing substantial in-kind support through the 
provision of the facility.   This three-way partnership between NTG, PARBA and Council has allowed the 
program to continue through the school holidays and be offered until the end of June 2018.    
 
The program is consistently seeing participation of around 50 to 70+ young people daily. The program 
has provided a great springboard for other school holiday programs to run following and in conjunction 
with YDIS. 
 
Planning for the next quarter: 

With the Dry Season fast approaching the Community Development Team are busy planning events and 
programs for 2018 including: 
 
Activate 2018 
Entering its thirteenth year the ever popular Activate program will be back in Palmerston this year with 
some new and exciting changes.  Further information on changes to the program can be found in 
Attachment A.   Of note though, is the program opened for registrations on 15 January 2018 and to 
date has already received 281 registrations. 
 
Neighbour Day  

Neighbour Day is Australia's annual celebration of community, encouraging people to connect with 

those who live in their neighbourhood.  The annual theme for Neighbour Day 2018 is: The importance 

of a supportive neighbourhood for children and young people and falls on Sunday 25 March. Planning 

has commenced to promote and encourage community groups and non-for-profit organisations to hold 

a Neighbour Day celebration to help foster a cohesive and connected community.  

 
As part of the Community Benefit Scheme community will be encouraged to apply to Council for funding 
of some of the costs associated with hosting a celebration.  Community Grants of up to $500 per group 
will be made available for events held between Saturday 17 March and Sunday 25 March 2018, that 
foster and encourage the spirit of Neighbour Day.  
 

Active and Safe School Travel  

Research and planning has commenced to introduce an ‘active and safe’ school travel program for 

Palmerston. The program would encourage collaboration between Council, Schools and the local 

community for safer and more active school travel in Palmerston.  The key goals of the program will be 

building greater road safety awareness when crossing roads, ease traffic congestion at ‘drop and go’ 



 

zones, minimise illegal parking and stopping, promote physical activity through walking and cycling to 

school and change the travel behaviour of children and their parents by way of a reduction of cars on 

the roads for short journeys. Parents and guardians will be encouraged to be active participants in the 

program by empowering their children to take an active travel option to or from school at least once a 

week.  
 
Parks Week  
Planning has commenced for Parks Week, with the Media Team to develop new promotional material 
to encourage use of local parks.  Parks Week celebrates the vital role parks play in creating liveable cities 
and thriving communities and is celebrated from Saturday 10 March to Sunday 18 March 2018 

 
FlicNics  
Time has been spent in the last quarter planning the popular FlicNics movie night dry season program in 
Goyder Square.  The Program is planned to begin in April 2018 and continue through till the end of 
October 2018.  The program will include more than 20 movies ranging from animated, action, true 
stories to artistic and classics.   

 
Community Advisory Groups 
Council values and encourages participation in Council activities and is committed to engaging and 
consulting with our community.    In the past quarter the Community Services Department have held 
meetings with the following Community Advisory Groups:  Further information and a description of each 
group is included in Attachment A.  
 
Youth Inspiring Palmerston (YIP) 
Seniors Advisory Group (PSAG 
Palmerston Safe Communities Committee (PSCC) 
Palmerston Kids Network (PKN 
Palmerston and Rural Youth Services (PARYS) Network 
 
Community Facilities 
Information on community facilities usage over the past quarter is included in Attachment A.   Of special 
note is the growth in visitation number and usage of the Palmerston Recreation Centre. 
 
The usage of the Palmerston Recreation spaces continues to increase.  The Stadium continues to be 

used on a regular basis, with ongoing bookings.   

 
The Recreation Centre Stadium monthly hour usage, for all bookings was: 

Month Number of Hours Average Number of visits to Stadium  

October 251 hrs  5411 

November 718.5 hrs 7889 

December 192 hrs 5350 

 
The Community Rooms are starting to be used for an array of activities including workshops, fitness 
sessions, forums, meetings, community groups, interviews, events and educational sessions.   
 
The Recreation Centre Community Rooms monthly hour usage for all bookings was: 

Month Number of Hours Average Number of visits to Community Rooms  

October 146.5 hrs  1047 

November 297.25 hrs 1300 

December 127 hrs 1205 

 
A comparison of total Recreation Centre visitation numbers and hours booked with the previous quarter 
is shown below and demonstrates a substantial increase in both hours booked and visitation numbers. 
 
 



 

 July – Sept 2017 Oct – Dec 2017 

Number of hours booked 980.5 1,732.25 

Number of visits 7,057 22,202 

 
Staff 

In the past quarter the Community Development Team has successfully filled two vacant positions. The 
full time Community Development Officer position focusing on Children and Families and Community 
Safety has been taken up by Elizabeth Middleton. The part-time Community Development Officer 
position focusing on Arts and Cultural Development has been taken up by Leah Sanderson.   
 
Two new casual Community Facilities Officers positions, have been created and these roles have been 
filled by Rachel Fosdick and Nicole Winnell. Their role is to facilitate after hours bookings and access to 
the Recreation Centre on weekends and evenings The Community Development Team now has a full 
complement of staff and is looking forward to delivering all programs, events and activities for the 
community in 2018. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
All activities and services are being delivered within the approved 2017/2018 Municipal Plan program 
budget allocations. 
 
Legislation/Policy: 
 
N/A 
 

Recommending Officer: Jan Peters, Director of Community Services 

 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Jan Peters, Director of Community Services on telephone 
(08) 8935 9972 or email jan.peters@palmerston.nt.gov.au 
 
Author: Jan Peters, Director Community Services 
  
Schedule of Attachments: 
 
Attachment A: Community Services Department October – December 2018. 



City of Palmerston Community Services Quarterly Report October – December 2017 
 

1. Community and Cultural Wellbeing 

 

1.1 Healthy Communities 

We are committed to providing health and family support services to our community. 

International Day of People with Disability  
 
International Day of People with Disability (IDPwD) is held on 3 December each year. IDPwD is a United 
Nations sanctioned day that is celebrated internationally. It aims to increase public awareness, 
understanding and acceptance of people with disability and celebrate the achievements and 
contributions of people with disability. 

City of Palmerston supported this initiative with three events at Palmerston Recreation Centre in the 
week leading to 3 December. 

Riding for the Disabled in the Top End. Tues 28 November, attendance – 13. 
 
Lesley Monro, Manager, Riding for the Disabled in the Top End, explained the history and achievements 
of this amazing local organization to a group of community members. The talk was fascinating and 
included a valuable insight into the services offered and benefits. Several people shared memories of 
positive experiences with Riding for the Disabled, and expressed interest in volunteering. 
 
Seniors Indoor Croquet. Wed 29 November, attendance - 8 and 11. 
 
A ‘come and try’ session of a fun, low-impact sport suitable for a wide range of abilities. This group 
regularly meets at the Recreation Centre, providing excellent, low-cost, seniors’ social exercise, 
supported by in-kind funding through Council’s Community Benefits Scheme. 

Following this a morning tea was provided and interesting and practical advice about living with arthritic 
conditions was presented by Ruth Garden, Treasurer and Public Officer, Arthritis and Osteoporosis NT. 
Ruth provided information sheets and discussed opportunities with attending representatives of seniors 
and disability community groups to further promote key information – particularly regarding falls. 

 
Wheelchair Basketball.  
 
Thursday 30 November, participants – 18 
PARBA’s Rachel Fosdick and Will Shackleford, worked with a keen group of Drop In Sports youth, 
introducing and developing wheelchair basketball skills. The activity was very popular, providing a lot of 
fun, laughter and exercise. The usual sports continued on Court 1, as shown below, allowing those 
interested to rotate through the wheelchair-based and other activities.  Logan (below), an experienced 

ATTACHMENT A



basketballer, quickly modified his skills to enable him to travel by wheel and shoot goals from a lower 
position. 

 

 

Mental Health Week 
  
As part of National Health week and RUOK day, Council Officers organised a workshop to engage youth 
in our community with a local artist, to participate in a Mental Health Youth Mural Workshop. The 
workshop explained the value and benefits of public art and identified key components of a design 
process from concept to final product. 
 
The theme for the mural was positive messages based on questions “What does art mean to you? What 
does mental health mean to you? What does it mean to live in Palmerston?” The youth brainstormed 
possible ideas, individually and then as a group, created mood boards and came up with a design. 
 
On 14 October, six (6) youth along with Rian Smit the artist, made their ideas a reality and transformed 
the wall at the rear of the Recreation Centre into a wonderful piece of art for all to appreciate. 
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Ride2Work Day 
 
Ride2Work Day encourages everyday Aussies to 
jump on their bikes and get active by commuting to 
work. The main objective of the day is to normalise 
the idea of riding to work, encourage people who 
have never ridden to work to give it a go, and allows 
regular riders to stay motivated and encourage their 
workmates to get involved. 

This year we offered a free healthy breakfast with 
coffee being provided by the Community Police 
program. Hot 100 ‘Black Betty’, local Palmerston 
business Blue Cycles and Spokes NT provided prizes 
and giveaways. 

Activate 2018 
 
Entering its thirteenth year the ever popular 
Activate program will be back in Palmerston this 
year with some new and exciting changes. Activate 
will still offer participants the amazing healthy 
lifestyle options available to them in Palmerston, but 
in 2018 the program will see fewer activities than 
previously offered to choose from each week, which 
allows the program to be offered for longer.  The program will run over 45 weeks (in 5 x 9-week blocks), 
instead of the previously offered 8-week program.  
  
The program brings people together in the community and supports them to achieve good health by 
making long-term changes to their lifestyle. This is achieved through the provision of education, support 
and opportunities to be more active and eat a healthy diet.  

Our goal is to provide an opportunity for Palmerston residents who may not be currently active, to try 
what local business have to offer. We hope that after trying an activity they will continue with the local 
providers’ classes and become members after the program finishes. 

This year sees a lot of new local businesses getting involved, along with previous popular suppliers such 
as YMCA, Green Plum Tai Chi, Lifestyle Studios and the Community Care Centre, which will be offering 
Nutrition and Wellbeing classes. Residents of Palmerston and the rural area, as well as new suppliers, 
will be able to register at any time throughout the year.  

Registrations opened online on 15 January and the program will run from Monday 29 January until 
Sunday 9 December 2018 and will continue to offer special events combined with the regular weekly 
activities.  

 
Youth Drop-In Sports Program (YDIS)  
 
YDIS is a daily youth drop-in sports program at Palmerston Recreation Centre, which aims to provide a 
positive, fun and safe environment for young people of all backgrounds to participate, at no cost, in sport 
and active recreation. YDIS has continued successfully this quarter through the school holidays, 
consistently averaging 50 to 70+ young people attending daily. The program has provided a great 
springboard for other school holiday programs to run following and in conjunction with YDIS. 
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Tai Chi and Yoga in the Square  
 
Tai Chi and Yoga in the Square concluded on 26 
October after another popular and successful dry 
season program. 
 
Tai Chi has an average of 35 participants per class. 
Many families with children attend, parents can join 
the group whilst maintaining a watchful eye on 
children playing in the vicinity.  
 
Yoga has proved a popular dry season activity with 
around 30 participants enjoying the activity 
weekly.  Emily Williams who facilitates the activity 
says “Lots of people have come back from the last 
round, plus there are new faces every week. It's 
fantastic to see new people giving yoga a go for the 
first time, or maybe the first time in a while. At the 
same time, it's wonderful to see regulars building 
their strength and flexibility and exploring what 
yoga has to offer.”  

Yoga and Tai Chi will now be part of the 2018 Activate program. 
 
Palmerston Beats  
 
City of Palmerston has partnered with local music label Skinnyfish Music to support the delivery of a 
range of youth music events and programs in Palmerston from December 2017 to June 2018. This 
program is funded by the Northern Territory Government as part of the Youth Innovation Grants 
program. This includes the event series Palmerston Beats, taking place over five (5) Friday nights during 
the December/January school holidays at the Palmerston Recreation Centre. Events include live DJ’s, 
local and interstate guest performances including the NT band B2M, Caiti Baker, James Mangohig and 
interstate rapper Tasmin Keith. On the nights, young people have been getting up on stage with 
performers and singing as well as receiving lessons in DJing and dance lessons from Caiti Baker.  
 
Through these events Skinnyfish are making links with young people, who Skinnyfish are now engaging 
in workshops to build skills in writing, recording and performing their own music. It is planned some of 
these young people will perform their original tracks at the final Palmerston Beats event on 19 January. 
 
(B2M on stage at Palmerston Beats with young people helping on vocals) 
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Children’s Week  
 
Children’s Week is a national event celebrated in Australia during the fourth week in October. A 
Children’s Week Working Group was formed by members of the Palmerston Kids Network (PKN) to 
coordinate a Children’s Week event for Palmerston. The Children’s Week event was held in the 
Recreation Centre on Tuesday 24 October 2017 from 9am to 11am. The total attendance exceeded 750 
which included stakeholders and Palmerston families.  37 stakeholders provided fun interactive stalls or 
activities for children between 0 and 5 years of age. Activities and entertainment included the City of 
Palmerston Story Time, Hector the Safety Cat, Elsa from Frozen, face painters, balloon twisters, tattoo 
artists and wild animals.  A Children’s Week feedback survey was conducted on the day with positive 
results.  100% of people surveyed indicated they would like to attend the event again next year.  
 
1.2 Safe Communities  

We are committed to ensuring the safety and security of our community. 

 
White Ribbon Day  

 

White Ribbon Day is a national event held each year to 
promote the primary prevention of violence against women. 
The Council Media Team prepared a promotional video of 
several staff taking the White Ribbon Day Oath to promote 
the upcoming event. The video can be viewed on YouTube and 
was posted on the City of Palmerston Facebook page.  
 
Members of the community were encouraged to be filmed 
taking the White Ribbon Day Oath on Friday 24 November in 
front of Palmerston Library at Goyder Square from 10am to 
11am. A special photo backdrop was installed in front of 
Goyder Square with the event attended by Desmond 
Campbell – White Ribbon Day Ambassador, Tony Sievers 
MLA, and a representative from Eva Lawler’s office. Passing 
members of the public were encouraged to take the oath or to 
pose for a picture to post on their own social media page.  
 

 

Neighbour Day  

 

Neighbour Day is Australia's annual celebration of community, encouraging people to connect with 
those who live in their neighbourhood.  The annual theme for Neighbour Day 2018 is: The importance 
of a supportive neighbourhood for children and young people and falls on Sunday 25 March. Planning 
has commenced to promote and encourage community groups and non-for-profit organisations to hold 
a Neighbour Day celebration to help foster a cohesive and connected community.  
 
Groups are encouraged to apply to Council for funding of some of the costs associated with hosting a 
celebration.  Community Grants of up to $500 per group will be made available for events held between 
Saturday 17 March and Sunday 25 March 2018, that foster and encourage the spirit of Neighbour Day.  
 

Active and Safe School Travel  

 

Research and planning has commenced to introduce an ‘active and safe’ school travel program for 
Palmerston. The program would encourage collaboration between Council, Schools and the local 
community for safer and more active school travel in Palmerston.  The key goals of the program will be 
building greater road safety awareness when crossing roads, ease traffic congestion at ‘drop and go’ 
zones, minimise illegal parking and stopping, promote physical activity through walking and cycling to 
school and change the travel behaviour of children and their parents by way of a reduction of cars on 
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the roads for short journeys. Parents and guardians will be encouraged to be active participants in the 
program by empowering their children to take an active travel option to or from school at least once a 
week.  
 
Community Trailers 
 
The City of Palmerston has three (3) Community Trailers, which are part of our Building Better 
Neighbourhoods program, a safe communities’ initiative and are available for hire to service providers 
and residents of Palmerston Municipality.  A smoothie bike is also available to hire as part of a healthy 
living initiative. Over the past three months they have been hired as follows:  
 

Trailer October November December Total 

BBQ 4 1 1 6 

IMAGINATION 0 0 0 0 

MOVIE 0 0 0 0 

SMOOTHIE BIKE 1 3 1 5 

 

1.3  Arts and Culture 

 
We are committed to the fostering and promotion of arts and culture within our community. 
 
Library Programs and Services 
 
➢ 36,018 people visited the library 

➢ 28,633 library items were borrowed 

➢ 2,445 hours were spent on the library public computers 

➢ 4,418 people used library public computers 

➢ 2,634 people attended library programs 

➢ 99 programs were delivered 

➢ 231 bookings were made in the Community, Training and Durack Art room.  

The library is committed to continuous improvement and innovation; within the quarter (3) new systems 

to improve work processes, communications and customer service have been developed. 

My Budget Pro is an application used to replace the manual financial receipting. My Budget Pro has 

provided a system of improved record keeping, transparency and accuracy within the parameters of 

customer service financial transactions. 

Evernote has been introduced as a method of managing and communicating with staff the public issues 

which arise. Evernote long-term will provide a history of events and behavioral issues which are easily 

accessible and documented by Council Officers. For the community this innovation long-term will 

provide the opportunity to act sooner in managing behavioral issues and therefore improve the customer 

experience. 

Win Calender.com has been introduced to provide Council Officers with up to-date information on 

Library activity planning. For the community this means improved customer service as officers can 

access the information quickly. 

The library’s latest introduced Storytime Pod resource has continued to draw a crowd with children 

having read 5,121 stories within the quarter. The greatest interest is from 2-3 years of age with a 41% 

usage, 6-8+ years of age with a 34% usage, leaving 4-5 years of age utilization at 25%. In the coming 

quarter these statistics may change with the introduction of Google’s Blockly Games. Google’s new 

project Blockly Games is a coding platform to help develop coding literacy. Blockly Games provides self-

paced and self-teaching activities to improve children’s problem-solving skills. Additionally, this added 

feature within the Storytime Pod will complement our very popular current Coding Club which, within 

the quarter, provided learning opportunities for 167 primary school aged children. 
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Library Services and Programs Delivered 

 

The table below shows 89.89% of programs delivered meet a target audience between the ages of 0-15 

years of age. The early years programs; focus on 0-5 years are in the most demand and supported by 

community attendance demonstrated by 1,019 preschoolers attending. The other 11.11% of programs 

are delivered to Home Service members and Digital Literacy participants. 

 

The October School Holiday Program entertained 76 young people between the ages of 5 and 12 years. 

The young people were able to be inspired by Picasso with cubism, get close to the earth with NT Rocks 

and create crafty Rainmakers.  

The month of December saw the launch of our Summer Reading Program which is a national initiative. 
The theme this year is Game On, and considering the popularity demonstrated by Geekfest and the 
Gaming Tournaments previously held by the City of Palmerston it is anticipated that the Summer Reading 
Program may be very successful. Within the quarter the Summer Reading Program has already attracted 
61 participants in only a few weeks prior to Christmas. Within the previous financial year, the Summer 

Programs/Services Number

Held Pre School School Youth Adults Totals

Holiday 4 76 0 54 130

Life Long learning 33 8 246 0 22 276

Story Time Sessions 18 775 12 0 641 1428

Nursery Time 10 227 6 0 219 452

Youth 21 0 0 33 30 63

Outreach 2 82 69 0 71 222

Digital Literacy Training 5 0 0 0 6 6

Home Service 6 0 0 0 57 57

Totals 99 1019 409 33 1008 2634

Attendances

Programs/Services Number

Held
Early 

Years
Primary Youth Adults Totals

 Children Holiday 3 0 76 0 54 130

Youth Holiday 1 0 0 6 0 6

Gadgets & Games 5 0 29 0 16 45

Lego Club 4 8 50 0 30 88

Story Time 

Sessions
18 575 12 0 538 1125

Nursery Time 10 227 7 0 219 453

Outreach 2 82 0 0 71 153

Tuesday Youth 9 0 0 37 3 40

Thursday Youth 12 0 0 57 0 57

Code Club 24 0 167 0 0 167

Totals 88 892 341 100 931 2264

Attendances
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Reading Program attracted 20 participants in total. The program concludes towards the end of the school 
vacation time.  

 
Street Art Mural on Recreation Centre  

Public Art has a special way of connecting the community to their spaces. People gain a level of 

appreciation when they are involved in the process, giving the community ownership and pride. 

Through consultation with Youth in the Library, and partnering with Community Services, a Public Art 

opportunity arose for Palmerston Youth to participate in a mural project. Shaun Lee was contracted to 

undertake the Mural with participation from Palmerston Youth through brainstorming activities. 

Additionally, youth interacted with the Artist over the five (5) days of creation, and the results are now 

on display for all the community to enjoy. 
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Christmas in Palmerston 
 
During early December the Christmas Tree was moved from 
storage at the Council depot and erected in Goyder Square, then 
brightly decorated in time for the Lighting Ceremony. This event 
involves significant preparation across the Community Team, as 
it includes the provision of contractors to supply specialist 
services including practical artistic skills, safety audit and 
transport of the tree components, plus security. The lighting 
event itself requires event production and management skills, 
which are the domain of the Community Events Officers. Staff 
from other Council areas support this annual event in terms of 
site preparation, maintenance and advice. 
Goyder Square Christmas Tree came alive at the Lighting event 
on Friday 8 December with approximately 400 people attending. 
Luckily the storm kept at bay, while Wicked Smile continued to 
perform carols to our audience. A count down was scheduled on 
Goyder TV to allow the community to join in and to watch the 
tree sparkle with thousands of lights. The lighting was followed 
by a family Christmas movie, “Elf” on the big screen encouraging 
families to enjoy a night out together. 
 
Vandalism in the weeks following the event resulted in small 
additional costs to repair and make safe the display. 
 
The tree remained in Goyder Square until early January, then was dismantled and transported back to 
the depot for storage until next festive season.  
 
Palmerston Carols  
 
Palmerston Carols was held in the Recreation Centre on Saturday 25 November 2017.  The Carols were 

programmed for the last week of November to attract schools participation and to avoid conflict with 

other Christmas Carol events held in the first weeks of December.  900 people were in attendance.  

Glow sticks were sold by St John Ambulance Australia (NT) Inc – Palmerston Cadet Division.  A total of 

$897.55 was raised on the night and donated to the St Johns Palmerston Cadets. 

 

The engaging welcome was delivered by Paster Sean Tavai. Arafura Wind Ensemble played a big part in 
this year’s Carols with Fiona Wake as their solo performer. Three schools and three solo performers also 
participated.  The children were entertained by Lindy Lou before Santa’s arrival.  This year the MC was 
Amy Hetherington who did an amazing job and kept the crowd engaged.   City of Palmerston received a 
lot of positive feedback on the event for this year. 
 
Our Common Threads in Palmerston 
            
Darwin Community Arts continues to run Our Common Threads (a textiles arts and craft program) at The 
Heights, Durack, Community Centre, Tuesdays from 10am–1pm. This innovative program will run to 26 
June 2018. 
 
Open to women of all nations, ages and abilities, Council is supporting this program by waiving the fee 

for hire of the facility and promoting the activities. 
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Citizenship Ceremony – October  
 
On 10 October, 32 conferees from India, Philippines, Liberia, Zimbabwe, Czech Republic, New Zealand, 

Pakistan, Britain, Iraq and Indonesia made their commitment to becoming Australian Citizens.   The 

Ceremony was held in Council Chambers at the Civic Centre at 6pm.   

 

The conferees were welcomed by the Official Manager and congratulated on their decision to become 

Australian Citizens.  Mrs Anita Newman, 2017 Citizen of the year, assisted in handing the certificates to 

the new Citizens.  Jaxon De Santos was the entertainer for the ceremony.   

 
Australia Day 2018  
 
Nominations for the Australia Day Local Government Awards closed on 8 December.  Council received 
five nominations for each category - Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year and Community Event 
of the Year. Some of the nominees were nominated more than once.  
 
Judging of the awards has been undertaken and winners announced on Monday 22 January 2018, at an 
Official Reception, hosted by Official Manager Mr Mark Blackburn.  At the Australia Day Flag Raising, 
Citizenship and Awards Ceremony, 39 conferees will take the pledge to become Australian Citizens, and 
Australia Day Awards will also be presented at that event.  
 
1.4 Recreation 

We are committed to providing quality recreation and sporting facilities, parks, gardens, playgrounds and 
open spaces for the benefit of our community. 
 
Parks Week 
 
Planning has commenced for Parks Week, with the Media Team to develop new promotional material 

to encourage use of local parks.  Parks Week celebrates the vital role parks play in creating liveable cities 

and thriving communities and is celebrated from Saturday 10 March to Sunday 18 March 2018. Parks 

Week will be promoted by the City of Palmerston through a social media campaign, additional activities 

and temporary street art. One post uploaded to Facebook each day will promote various parks or 

activities around Palmerston.   

 

Social Media Park Promotion Overview  

10 March  11 March  12 March  13 March 14 March 

Magical Parks APP 
Marlow Lagoon  

Goyder Square- 
Yarn Bombing  

William Kirby – 
Jones Park 

Sanctuary Lakes  Escarpment Walk 

15 March  16 March 17 March  18 March  

Dunbar Park  Marlow Lagoon 
Pet Park  

Hobart Park  Father Gerry 
Remie Park  

 

Magical Parks APP  

 

In addition to the Social Media campaign, City of Palmerston has partnered with Parks and Leisure 

Australia to provide residents with a digital parks experience. Magical Park is a digital game, designed 

for kids from 6 to 11 years of age, that uses geospatial Augmented Reality. Magical Park turns a normal 

park into a fantasy world that gets kids off the couch and physically active outside within safe 

boundaries. Magical Park is geofenced, which means the game can only be played in a selected park 

and doesn’t require the user to go on roads or leave the designated area. There is no cost to download 

the Magical Parks APP and there are no micro transactions that require kids to spend money within 

the APP. The oval at Marlow Lagoon has been selected as it is away from roads and a large open space 

with no physical obstructions for playing the game.   
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Community Facilities 
 
Gray Community Hall - Corner Essington Avenue and Victoria Drive, Gray.  
Gray Hall continues to support the community with several long-term bookings and one-off celebratory 
bookings such as Christmas parties. Vacancies exist across weekday evenings and Fridays. 
 
Driver Family Resource Centre - 29 Driver Ave, Driver 
Driver Family Resource Centre has long-term bookings across six days, and a growing base of one-off 
users. This facility is fenced well for groups of children. 
 
Joy Anderson Centre - 25 Dillon Circuit, Gray 
This facility is leased by Council from Territory Housing. Joy Anderson Centre (JAC) is a house that is 
provided by Council to Dementia Australia NT Division, to run programmes for adults with dementia in 
a home-like, safe environment.  
 
Durack Community Arts Centre -33 Packard Avenue, Durack 
Designed to provide a practical work space for performing and visual artists. A range of features, both 

fixed and mobile, support practitioners to encourage cultural growth, social interaction, creativity and 

participation in the arts. Users include practicing and emerging artists, community groups and individuals.  

 Gray Community 
No# of hours  

Driver FRC 
No# of hours  

Joy Anderson 
No# of hours  

Durack Heights 
No# of hours  

October 184.5 154 208 74 

November 188 156 184 74 

December 221 195 228 38 

 

The Heights, Durack, Community Centre 
 

Marketing the purpose-built art centre to encourage use of the facility by the wider community, 

including more individuals or groups of friends working on their own art and craft practices, has been 

undertaken. Currently the spaces are utilised mostly by tutors with small, subsidised classes 

.  

 
Palmerston Recreation Centre  
 
The usage of the Palmerston Recreation spaces continues to increase, however there was a period in 

December where usage slowed due to sporting clubs and groups taking a break over the holiday season 

and public holidays.   The Stadium continues to be used on a regular basis, with ongoing bookings from 
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the Palmerston Rural Basketball Association (PaRBA), Power Basketball Club, In-line Hockey Club and 

the Ed & Rec Gym program delivered by the YMCA.   

 
The Recreation Centre Stadium monthly hour usage, for all bookings was: 

Month Number of Hours Average Number of visits to Stadium  

October 251 hrs  5411 

November 718.5 hrs 7889 

December 192 hrs 5350 

 
The Community Rooms are starting to be used for an array of activities including workshops, fitness 
sessions, forums, meetings, community groups, interviews, events and educational sessions.   
 
The Recreation Centre Community Rooms monthly hour usage for all bookings was: 

Month Number of Hours Average Number of visits to Community Rooms  

October 146.5 hrs  1047 

November 297.25 hrs 1300 

December 127 hrs 1205 

 
A comparison of total Recreation Centre visitation numbers and hours booked with the previous quarter 
is shown below and demonstrates a substantial increase in both hours booked and visitation numbers. 
 

 July – Sept 2017 Oct – Dec 2017 

Number of hours booked 980.5 1,732.25 

Number of visits 7,057 22,202 

 
1.5 Community Benefit Scheme  
 
Council actively supports initiatives which benefit the Palmerston community. We allocate funds 
annually to enable a Community Benefit Scheme to provide financial support by way of grants, 
donations, scholarships and sponsorships. Successful funding thus far 2017-18: 

ORGANISATION 
  

Amount 
Granted 

Project Title 

Sponsorship 

RSL Palmerston $10,000 ANZAC Day 2018 Event 

Touch Football NT  $13,000 Touch Football NT Titles 

Palmerston and Rural Seniors 
Committee 

$12,000 Seniors Fortnight 

Autism NT $2,000 Autism NT Fundraising Luncheon 

Special Children’s Party $1,000 2017 Special Children’s Party 

Donation 

Bakewell Primary School  
Driver Primary School  
Durack Primary School  
Good Shepherd Lutheran School  
Gray Primary School  
Palmerston Christian School 
Palmerston Senior College 
Rosebery Middle School 
Rosebery Primary School  
Forrest Parade School  
Sacred Heart Primary School 

$100 
each 

Annual Schools community awards 
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2. Economic Development 
 
2.1 Tourism 
 
We are committed to supporting tourism throughout our region. 
 
FlicNics  
 
Time has been spent in the last quarter planning the popular FlicNics movie night dry season program  

in Goyder Square.  The Program is planned to begin in April 2018 and continue through till the end of 

October 2018.  The program will include more than 20 movies ranging from animated, action, true 

stories to artistic and classics.  A FlicNics feedback survey was conducted last year with audience 

members, to gather feedback for 2018 FlicNics choices. This feedback from the community has allowed 

us to generate new ideas for 2018, such as a Halloween theme night.  

 

3. Environment and Infrastructure 
 
3.3 Waste 
 
We are committed to providing comprehensive and effective waste management. 
 
National Garage Sale Trail  
 
The National Garage Sale Trail was held Saturday 21 October in Palmerston Recreation Centre.  The 

Garage Sale Trail allows residents, community groups and schools to get involved and provides a way 

for City of Palmerston to carry out waste education community engagement.  All registrations were 

made through the National Garage Sale Trail on-line booking system.  22 sellers attended on the day.  

Approximately 300 people visited the Centre to source a bargain.  The Palmerston & Rural Basketball 

Association hosted a BBQ to raise funds for their organisation.  It was a successful day with positive 

feedback from the sellers. 

 

Recycling Week 13-19 November 

 

Three art and craft workshops utilising recycled textiles and other recycled/repurposed materials, 

facilitated by Darwin Community Arts Inc, were held in the Recreation Centre on 13, 14 and 15 

November. 24 people participated. 

Camp Quality $1622 Voucher to auction at Fundraising event - purchased 
Cicada Lodge Accommodation Voucher 

Grant 

Wildcare Inc. $2,000 Purchase of promotional/information bags 

Top End Mental Health 
Consumer Organisation 

$2,000 Art supplies and promotion material 

Gray Community Garden Assoc. $4,800 Place-making EOI – Outdoor tables and stools for 
Harvest Corner Community Garden 

Palmerston 50 Plus Club $1,000 Seniors Christmas Bash 

Save The Children $2,550 Purchase of art materials, speakers, ipads 

In-kind support – Recreation Centre 

Palmerston Amateur Boxing 
Club 

$2,000 Palmerston Amateur Boxing Evening 

Palmerston Seniors Indoor 
Croquet 

$500 Seniors Indoor Croquet weekly activity 
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4. Governance and Organisation 
 
4.2 Service 
 
We value and encourage participation in Council activities by the community and are committed to 
delivering the highest possible levels of service and community engagement. 
 

Youth Inspiring Palmerston (YIP) is an advisory committee to Council made up of young people from 

Palmerston. YIP keeps Council informed on issues that are significant and important to young people in 

the City of Palmerston.  

 

YIP is currently developing and organising a range of youth events and activities including youth music 

events and Geekfest Top End 2018, as well as supporting other general community events. The first YIP 

meeting for 2018 is scheduled Thursday 8 February. 

 

Seniors Advisory Group (PSAG) is an advisory group to the City of Palmerston and an advocacy body for 

the senior community regarding issues relating to seniors in the Palmerston municipality. The number of 

senior members is now sixteen. The Group meets approximately bi-monthly to discuss issues relating to 

seniors in the Palmerston Municipality, as well as working on the current Action Table.  

The final Palmerston Seniors Advisory Group (PSAG) meeting for 2017 was held Monday 13 November 
in the Palmerston Recreation Centre. Action Table items that PSAG addresses were reported on. The 
first PSAG meeting for 2018 is scheduled Monday 29 January, when we look forwarded to meeting the 
four new members and welcoming back the twelve existing members. 
 
Palmerston Safe Communities Committee (PSCC) works in partnership with Council and the NT 
Government, businesses and the community to reduce and prevent injuries, accidents and crime.  The 
PSCC is committed to promoting the safety and wellbeing of Palmerston residents and 
visitors.  Meetings are held bi-monthly with membership of over 60 people.  
 

The final committee meeting for 2017 was held on Thursday 23rd November in the Palmerston 

Recreation Centre. The main points of discussion included the Northern Territory Government funded 

youth holiday program, designed to assist in combating anti-social behaviour over the school holiday 

period. Other topics discussed included the introduction of the Youth Outreach and Re-engagement 

Officers from Territory Families and an update on the roll-out of the Banned Drinker Register. The first 

meeting of 2018 is scheduled for Thursday 25 January at the Palmerston Recreation Centre.  
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Palmerston Kids Network (PKN) is a committed network of workers representing organisations who 

provide services and programs to children (0-12years) and their families living in Palmerston. Meetings 

are held bi-monthly with a membership of over 100 Community Services providers and attendees to the 

meeting. 

 

The last meeting of the year was held on Friday 1 December 2017 at the Palmerston Recreation Centre. 

The organisations in attendance gave updates around their school holiday or Christmas events or 

programs. A report was also distributed to all members regarding the Children’s Week Event held on 

Tuesday 24 October 2017 at the Palmerston Recreation Centre, as the event organising committee was 

formed from members of the PKN. The first PKN meeting of 2018 is scheduled for Friday 2nd February.  

 

Palmerston and Rural Youth Services (PARYS) Network provides a forum for workers in the youth sector 

to discuss local youth issues and develop strategies to deliver a range of services for Palmerston and 

rural young people in the 12-25-year age group.  

The Network meets once every six weeks and has a database membership of 300, with around 40 
Service providers attending each meeting. PARYS Network met most recently on 24 October and 6 
December to share information and collaborate particularly around promotion of the December/January 
youth school holiday activities. The Minister for Territory Families Dale Wakefield invited the PARYS 
Network for a special meeting with the Minister on 20 October to discuss issues young people and youth 
services are facing in locally in Palmerston as well as provide an update on NT Governments progress 
and plans for the sector. The first PSAG meeting for 2018 is scheduled Tuesday 6 February. 
 
4.3 People 
 
We value our people and the culture of our organisation.  We are committed to continuous improvement and 
innovation whilst seeking to reduce the costs of Council services through increased efficiency. 
 
In the past quarter the Community Development Team has welcomed four new employees. The full time 
Community Development Officer position focusing on Children and Families and Community Safety has 
been taken up by Elizabeth Middleton. The part-time Community Development Officer position focusing 
on Arts and Cultural Development has been taken up by Leah Sanderson.  Two new casual positions, 
Community Facilities Officers, have been created and these roles have been filled by Rachel Fosdick and 
Nicole Winnell. Their role is to work after hours looking after bookings and access to the Recreation 
Centre. The Community Development Team now has a full complement of staff and is looking forward 
to delivering all programs, events and activities for the community in 2018. 
 

ATTACHMENT A


	1 PRESENT
	2 APOLOGIES
	3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	minutes of the Council Meeting held Tuesday, 12 December 2017

	4 OFFICIAL MANAGER REPORT
	M8-8

	5 REPORT OF DELEGATES
	6 QUESTIONS (WITHOUT DEBATE) FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
	7 QUESTIONS (WITHOUT DEBATE) FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN
	8 PETITIONS
	9 DEPUTATIONS / PRESENTATIONS
	10 CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS FOR WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
	11 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
	11.4 Risk Management and Audit Committee Meeting
	Minutes of Risk Management and Audit Committee Meeting


	12 INF ORMAT I O12N AGENDA
	12.3.1 LGANT Executive Minutes – 13 December 2017
	12.3.2Exceptional Development Permit for Lot 10288 (3) TarakanCourt, Johnston

	13 DEBATE AGENDA
	13.1 Officer Reports
	13.1.1Summary of Recent Development Proposals – October toDecember 2017
	13.1.2 Naming of new southern connector road and alteration ofsuburb boundary between Mitchell and Zuccoli
	13.1.3 NT Library Grants Acquittal 2016/2017
	13.1.4 Second Quarter Budget Review 2017/18
	13.1.5 Financial Report for the Month of December 2017
	13.1.6Transfer of Title – Lot 11890 (48) Haultain Crescent, TheHeights Durack
	13.1.7 Financial Support – Baptist Care Northern Territory
	13.1.8 Community Benefit Scheme – December 2017
	13.1.9Community Services Quarterly Report October - December2017


	14 CORRESPONDENCE
	15 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE
	16 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
	17 OTHER BUSINESS – ALDERMAN REPORTS
	18 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS
	19 CLOSURE



